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TO CHARGE OR 


RCHITECTS, in common with other sections 
of the community, are frequently inclined to 
believe that a little legislation might better 
their position and that a measure of Registration, 
including the statutory recognition of their 

scale of charges, would put an end to the difficulties which they 
meet. In reality we believe one of the most doubtful problems 
is the question whether it is wise in certain cases to charge at 
all, and those who are placed in such a dilemma can only solve 
the problem by taking a wise and broad-minded view of the 
circumstances and the human considerations which should be 
borne in mind in each case. It is very easy to say that architec- 
ture is a badly-paid profession and that every architect should 
charge as highly as he can for his services ; but it is quite possible 
that by so doing a successful future may be jeopardised for a 
small and uncertain present gain. 

There is comparatively little difficulty in inducing clients to 
pay the usual fee of 5 per cent. in connection with work which 
has been executed, although disputes sometimes arise over 
pavments for travelling expenses, fees for measuring existing 
buildings, and similar additional amounts. With regard to 
these matters, it is well that the client should be told at an 
early stage that it is customary to charge for them, and the 
architect should consider in respect to travelling expenses 
that they should represent what he would incur if he had to 
defray them himself, and that it is unreasonable to run into 
expenditure which he would not normally incur. And, though an 
architect is entitled to charge for measuring up old buildings which 
have to be pulled down or added to, if such amounts represent 
an insignificant addition to the total of his fees he will often 
be well advised to make no additional charge for such services. 
Services which are rendered in respect to light and air disputes 
are on a different footing, since they frequently take up much 
time and require special expert knowledge ; but it should always 
be remembered that the less an architect has to explain and 
justify to a client the better will his position be, and the 
avoidance of any difficulties of misunderstanding will both 
better his future position and do good to the profession to which 
he belongs. 

The greatest controversies which arise with regard to fees 
are those charged for unexecuted or abandoned schemes, and 
the architect should not be wholly governed by the knowledge 
that he has spent much time and trouble on any matter, but 
should consider what his client has, or has not, gained in the 
process, and the failure to do this results in the attitude of 
antagonism which leads to legal proceedings. 

The worst disputes arising are those which are the outcome 
of a misunderstanding as to the precise nature of the instructions 
given, especially with regard to cost. It is very easy for 
anyone when pressed to give an opinion as to the cost of work 
to mention a figure stating that it is only “ approximate ” or 
a“ rough guess,” but if after tenders are received the amount 
stated isexceeded, trouble occurs which in many cases leads to the 
abandonment of projected work. The client forgets the qualifying 
adjective, but the unfortunate lump sum mentioned remains 
Clear as crystal in his memory. It is often of little use 
to remind a man that he has fixed no limit to the sum 
he was prepared to spend, as he is able to say that he considered 
it unnecessary to do so in the face of the architect’s statement. 
It is very advisable that anyone who has given an approximate 
estimate, which he afterwards thinks is likely to be exceeded, 
should take an opportunity of amending it in writing before 
he goes far with the contract drawings, for this is the only way 
in which subsequent trouble can with certainty be avoided. 


NOT TO CHARGE ? 


Every client has his own idea of a reasonable margin, which 
may vary from 5 to 20 or even 30 per cent., and which 
represents an unknown quantity to his architect; but if 
instructions have been given on the basis that a house 
is to cost £1,500, a client is clearly justified in refusing to 
consider an estimate of £600 more. He may reasonably say 
that if what he wants costs so much he is not inclined to build 
at all; or, on the other hand, he may expect the architect to 
think out the problem afresh. The question arises whether in 
such cases the architect should charge at all, and we 
believe in nine cases out of ten he is ill-advised to 
attempt to do so, since what he has done is of ho real service 
to his client. 

The temptation to insist on charging is a strong one, as 
most of us are inclined to take short views when we are in 
difficult positions, but the professional man should never forget 
that his future is likely to depend as much on his tact and 
consideration as on his ability, and a timely letter to his client 
will prevent him putting himself in a false position. 

With regard to public authorities the case is an even stronger 
one, as an architect’s relation with them is more impersonal. 
While the private client may put his views as to the justice of 
a charge with some diffidence, as he knows his conduct is open 
to the imputation of meanness, the members of a public body 
will dispute any claim with the knowledge that they will be 
credited with vigilance in the interests of the ratepayers. It 
becomes additionally important, therefore, that an architect’s 
instructions from a public body should be very clearly 
expressed and his estimates to them reliable. He must always 
remember where a public body has a seal that no instructions 
given to him give him any locus standi in c'aiming fees unless 
they are confirmed by a contract entered iuto between himself 
and the public body under seal. This is a real grievance, and 
one which we should like to see rectified, for, although no body 
of honourable men would attempt to shield itself behind the 
law, cases have arisen in which architects have had to forgo 
fees for work they had done in ignorance of the law which 
unfortunately constitutes no defence ! 


In the main, therefore, we think that architects are wise if : 


they use their rights of making charges in respect to 
unexecuted work, and work which is abandoned, with much 
discretion, and are also careful as to the making up of the 
subsidiary items in their accounts, for many clients will pay an 
architect hundreds of pounds in commission and object to the 
addition of a few guineas for some small outside service, and 
without any loss of dignity an architect may come to the 
conclusion that it is best to avoid the possibility of such 
incidents arising. 

We remember an illustration in point where a young 
architect made a sketch for enlarging an historical oak-panelled 
dining-room for a judge of the Court of Appeal. The drawings 
made were simple skeleton drawings, with a few notes as to 
repeating the elaborate panelling, and the architect got a good 
builder to give him a price, which amounted to a large sum. 
The judge decided not to have it done, and the architect sent 
him in an account for 24 per cent. on the amount, and received 
a cheque the following day with a request for a receipt. When 
the judge needed the services of an architect in the future he 
called in someone else. And yet the fees charged were fully 
justified according to scale, but, whatever the scale of charges 
may be, it should be realised that people will form their own 
opinions of the value of the services rendered, and it is wise to 
bear this in mind, or the big fish in the future may be sacrificed 


for indifferent sprats in the present. : 
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NOTES. 


WE regret, while we are not surprised, that the 

Architects correspondence between the R.1.B.A. and the authori- 
and Income tics on the subject of the payment of income tax 
Tax. by architects who have been direct sufferers by the 
state of war has had no direct result. The 

authorities say that future years’ assessments will be lessened by the 
present year’s returns; but this is cold comfort, and all that can be 
obtained is the statement that in certain cases the time for payment 
can be extended. We feel that architects have a special claim that 
should be recognised, for the Government through the Local Govern- 
ment Board and other controlling departments has artificially held 
back work which would have benefited them, whereas the authorities 
have not been forced to interfere with natural conditions in other 
callings. Nor has Government recognised the position in which 
its action has placed architects by fully availing itself of such 
services as architects might have efficiently fulfilled in the excep- 
tional times in which we are living. 


THE Secretary of the Royal Institute of British 
The R.LB.A. Architects has had correspondence with the Metro- 
and the _—politan Water Board over a proposed new require- 
Metropolitan ment that the overflow from a lavatory should be 
Water Board. constructed as a warning pipe as in the case of a 
bath. Should this not be possible, the Water 
Board demanded that the overflow should be kept separate from the 
waste and discharge separately into the open, or that. self-closing 
taps should be fitted instead of the usual screw-down type. This 
requirement is at present only demanded by the New-River Water 
Company, but it was understood that it was to be made to apply to 
the whole area served by the Board in order to put a stop to waste 
by rendering its detection easier. As a result of the correspondence 
with the R.J.B.A. the Water Board has stated that it does not offer 
any objection to the overflow being connected with the waste where 
self-closing taps or screw-down taps are used ; but in reply to a further 
question as to whether this might be taken to apply to baths also, 
the Board replied in the negative. The R.I.B.A. have performed 
a useful service to the architectural profession in securing some 
mitigation of the original demand. 





An interesting experiment, foreshadowing future 

The Atelier developments in the teaching of architectural design, 
and the A.A. has lately been tried at the Architectural Associa- 
tion in conjunction with the First Atelier of Architec- 

ture. A joint programme was drawn up by Mr. Robert Atkinson, 
the Headmaster of the A.A., and Mr. A. J. Davis, the Patron of the 
Atelier. This programme was worked out simultaneously in both 
institutions, and the designs submitted to a jury consisting of the 
usual Atelier jury, with the addition of Mr. Atkinson. An exhibition 
of ali the designs was held at the A.A. on Wednesday, December 15. 
After some preliminary observations by Mr. Atkinson on the nature 
of the problem involved, Mr. Davis, on behalf of the jury, gave an 
explanation of the reasons for the award, and made a detailed 
criticism of the various designs on the lines usually adopted at the 
monthly exhibition at the Atelier. The subject of the competition 
was the Baptistry of a Cathedral. ‘‘ Mentions’’ were obtained by 
Mr. Brandon, of the A.A., and Mr. Eric Jarrett, of the Atelier. Mr. 
Brandon is to be congratulated on having won the higher place for 
the A.A., with twelve marks as against Mr. Jarrett’s ten, and both 
institutions may be congratulated on the general excellence of the 
work exhibited. That the Council of the A.A. is interested in this 
new departure is evidenced by the presence at the exhibition of the 
President, Mr. Austen Hall; the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Fletcher ; 
Mr. Stanley Hamp, and other members. We hope this experiment 
will be repeated in the near future, as it tends towards the establish- 
ment of that common standard of criticism which has hitherto been 
far to seek in our schools of design. It should lead also to that 
sportsmanlike sense of playing for your side rather than for your 
own hand which is one of the most valuable aspects of the Atelier 
system. 


One of the reasons for much indifferent work which 
Change and is done in the world is that round pegs have been 
Efficiency. forced into square holes, and this may be remedied 

as an after consequence of the war. The young 
architect who may have made a mistake without being conscious 
of it will, after a term of active service in the Army, come to the 
conclusion that another occupation might suit him better, and 
in the period of reconstruction which must follow he may get another 
start in his fitting métier. The sedentary worker who is fitted for 
pioneer work will probably emigrate, while in other cases a spell of 
active outdoor life may convince the citizen soldier of the happiness 
of his lot in the ante-bellum period. And since waste arises not so 
often from a disposition to laziness, but from the uncongenial nature 
of an occupation to the individual, one aftermath of war should be 
greater efficiency. The war, in fact, for many forms a breathing 
space which may separate an unsuccessful and unsatisfactory past 
from a brighter future. 
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RECENTLY the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin 
Ecclesiastical referring to the election of a Bishop of Ossory jn 
Buildings and St. Canice’s Cathedral, Kilkenny, said that there 
Secular Affairs. was a certain incongruity between the place and 
the business of an election, but Mr. Swift MacNeil] 
rightly points out in a letter to the Jrish Times that the feeling of 
incongruity between churches and secular business is of compara. 
tively recent origin. Dr. Cox, in his work on Parish Churches, lays 
stress on the number of purposes for which churches were formerly 
used, such as places for the conclusion of contracts, the repository of 
goods, and many purely municipal functions, while polling-booths 
were sometimes placed in them, and we know that Old St. 
Paul’s was used for a meeting-place for the transaction of business, 
The traveller on the Continent is usually impressed by the accegsi- 
bility of churches on weekdays to which we are unaccustomed here, 
Between the pre-Reformation customs and our own there is a great 
margin, but we should much like to see every church made accessible 
during weekdays as well as Sundays, as it seems incongruous that 
the public should be excluded from places of worship, which are 
often fine architectural monuments, except for a brief period 
of the first day of the week. 


Tue exhibition of pictures and furniture at the 
The Burlington Fine Arts Club, though small, is a very 
Burlington interesting one. Among the outstanding pictures 
Fine Arts are the following:—No. 3—Portrait of an Old 
Club. Woman, attributed to Francoise Dupare ; No. 9— 
Portrait of a Man Reading Carel Fabritius ; a Portrait 
of a Lady (No. 10), supposed to be a James Opie ; Le Moquer, by 
James Ducreux, being a portrait of the artist ; No. 13—The Concert, 
Jan de Bray. But the most notable picture in the exhibition is 
the magnificent portrait of Colonel Francis James Scott, by Raeburn, 
which was exhibited at Burlington House in 1906. Besides these 
there are a number of good examples of the Italian schools. 
The exhibition of old furniture includes some very interesting speci- 
mens, among which may be noticed a tall clock in buhl case, made 
by Gaudron, of Paris, and lent by Mr. C. E. Stewart; a quaint 
pair of settees of “‘ Chinese ’’ design of the middle of the eighteenth 
century, lent by the Hon. Sir Sidney Greville ; as well as a number of 
fine chairs, tables, and other articles of furniture, all of them arranged 
to suggest the furnishing of a room rather than an exhibition. 





An interesting set of eleven water-colour drawings, 
Woolwich by an unknown artist, of the old Royal Laboratory 
Arsenal in at Woolwich has just been sold for £25 at Messrs. 
1750, and Hodgson’s auction-rooms. The drawings range in 
After. size from 10 in. by 16 in. to 35 in. by 15 in., and 
were made before 1760, in which year the authorita- 
tive records of the Laboratory begin. The workshops extended 
over a site of 100 yds. by 70 yds. The dockyard (closed in 186%) 
had a much earlier origin, for there the Harry Grace de Dieu was built 
in 1512. The “Foundery for Brass Ordnance’’—since named the 
Royal Arsenal by George III.—was established by Colonel Arm- 
strong, Surveyor-General of Ordnance, in “ The Warren ”’ at Wool- 
wich, with Andrew Schalch, a Swiss, as ‘‘ Master-founder,”’ in or 
shortly after 1716, instead of the then Government Foundry in 
Upper Moorfields, London. Schalch, whose principal modeller was 
his nephew, Lewis Gaschlin, died, aged ninety years, in 1776, and 
was buried in the parish churchyard. A few years after the establish- 
ment of the “ Foundery’”’ was opened, in “ The Tower House,” in 
the Warren, the Academy for Military Instruction, which in 1805-6 
was replaced by the Royal Military Academy, erected after designs 
by J. Wyatt (Sir J. Wyatville) in the castellated manner, of brick 
stuecoed over. Wyatt was the architect also of the Riding-school, 
in the style of a Classic temple, of the Royal Artillery Barracks, 
1783-1810. One of the drawings we mention depicts the Tower 
House, which is cited as ‘“‘ The Tower Place neare Woolwich ” in a 
King’s Warrant of 1670. Other drawings represent “ The Square, 
defined with piles of cannon-balls ; the “‘ Clock Tower,” on the south 
side ; a perspective view of the Laboratory as first erected ; the 
Pump-yard ; and the interiors (side views) of the Smithy and Power 
rooms, with the artificers and labourers employed. 





We hope that the passage of another year will 
Christmas, enable us to see the normal Christmas conditions 
1915. revived in a world settling down to a long era of 
peaceful development and progress, and that the 
desolate area of devastated towns and country spoiled by every 
device of strife will be in process of recovery by the kindly agency 
of Nature helped by the activity of man. As time goes on we shal 
more and more remember the good wrought out of evil, the deeds 
of heroism and endurance, the historical meaning of what may well 
be the last great world-war, while we shall forget the doubts and 
disappointments, the casualty lists, and the expenditure of blood 
and treasure. The great result of the American Civil War 1s now 
seen to be the birth of a united nation, and so this war has broughs 
to everyone beneath our flag the sense of the one and indivisib e 
union of all British lands, however distant from us they may be, by 
leagues of land and ocean. 
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A Corner of the Billiard-Room, “Beeston Fields,” Nottinghamshire. 
Messrs. Swann & Wright, Architects. 


THE 


BILLIARD-ROOM, “BEESTON 
FIELDS,” NOTTS. 


Tue illustrations showing the chimney- 
piece and a corner of the billiard-room, 
“Beeston Fields,’ Notts, are ait of 
additions made by Mr. H. Bowden, the owner 
of the house, a stuccoed building of Greco- 
Classic character. 

The exterior of the additions, which comprise 
a billiard-room to the north and a boudoir and 
conservatory to the south, has been treated 
to harmonise with the original work as regards 
its proportions, but has been given rather a 
richer and more ornate character, leaning 
towards the Italian Renaissance as practised 
in England early in the seventeenth century. 

The doorway in the illustration, formerly a 
window, shows the character of the house as 
originally built, the architrave and pediment 
being in their original state, treated only with 
Coatostone to remove weather stains, and 
— it with the chimneypiece and fibrous 
ceiling. 

The panelling, window sashes, and furniture 
are of Austrian oak, specially selected for 
beauty of figure, the panelling having moulded 
and sunk styles, the moulding continuing round 
the top of panels, giving a much softer effect 
than obtained by the usual mitred moulding. 

The detail of the panelling and the woodwork 
of the frieze is necessarily almost lost on a 
small-scale photograph ; the chimneypiece is of 
Ancaster stone and bears the crest of the owner. 

Messrs. Gibbons & Turner, Nottingham, 
were the contractors, Messrs. H. Barker, Ltd., 
carried out the furnishing, etc., and Messrs. 
Gaze & Co., London, were responsible for the 
fibrous ceiling. Swann & WRIGHT. 


ir 
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A NEW KING’S CROSS HOTEL. 
Plans were before the St. Pancras Borough 
Council at their last meeting for a proposed new 
hotel at King’s Cross, to be called the Terminus 
Hotel, on a large site to abut upon Eusten. 
road, Chesterfield-street, and Argyle-square. 





SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTION : 
ENGLISH TIMBER. 


Tue following is the continuation of the paper 
on “ English Timber: Before, During, and 
After the War,” which was read by Mr. M. C. 
Duchesne before the Surveyors’ Institution on 
Monday last week. The first part of the paper 
was given in our last issue, page 437 :— 

“These prices* refer to timber stacked in 
London docks but not delivered to consumers’ 
premises. It should be noted that common 
qualities have all advanced in much higher 
ratio than better grades, and that small sizes 
have advanced more than large sizes. Both 
these facts should be important and favourable 
to existing native timber supplies. I appeal 
to all not to misconstrue these figures in any 
way, and they are given only as a general guide. 
Sizes and other important points influence the 
actual price paid. They are furnished by a 
recognised authority on imported timber, and 
with exceptional facilities at his disposal. I 
believe them to be an honest guide as to the 
position, and they are an average of a number 
of actual transactions. The year 1913 is taken 
as the last complete year before the war. In 
view of the misleading use which is made of 
the word “deal,” it may be of interest if I 
give what is signified by the terms “ planks,” 
“ deals,” ‘‘ battens,’’ and “ boards ”’ :— 

A plank is a piece of timber larger than 
3 in. by 9 in. 

A deal is a piece of timber 3 in. by 9 in. 

A batten is a piece of timber 2 in. to 3 in. 
thick and up to 8 in. in width. 

A board is a piece of timber up to 14 in. 
thick and any width. 

A deal is really a size and not a variety of 
timber, but it is a common term used for Scotch 
and Spruce imported from the Baltic. 

Handicaps of Native Timber. 


With these large markets available, the 
problem is how best to take full advantage of 





* Given in our last issue.—Eb. 


them. The most essential condition is 
organised marketing. 

Before entering into detailed suggestions, 
however, we must deal with some special 
handicaps from which we suffer :— 

1. The small and distributed nature of our 
supplies and the mixed character of our forest 
produce. 

2. High railway rates and cost of hauling, 
aggravated by the wide distribution of our 
supplies. 

3. The entire want of enterprise and lack of 
capital in the English timber trade, many of 
the best and largest merchants being now 
interested solely in the foreign trade. 

4. A lack of organised effort on our part to 
overcome difficulties. 

5. A failure to see that the position is capable 
of improvement. 

I do not wish to exaggerate these handicaps, 
but it is important to take them into considera- 
tion, and I refer to them later. I will first 
make a few detailed suggestions, especially to 
explain what I mean by “ organised marketing.” 

It is difficult to narrate details of the market- 
ing of each variety, and, since the most urgent 
question is the satisfactory disposal of oak, 
I will treat this timber fully and the others 
more generally. 


Markets for English Oak. 

We may divide the markets for oak into three 
classes, according to the size and quality of 
the trees :-— 

1. The first class covers the largest and best 
trees, suitable for quartering, for which purpose 
diameter is important, but length of butt is not 
necessarily required. Omitting artillery spokes 
and other special war requirements, the best 
market for these trees in normal times is for 
panelling and for the numerous requirements 
of the building trade. The oak most generally 
used for these purposes is Austrian oak; but 
it is admitted on every hand that, although 
Austrian is softer and easier to work than 
English, and therefore preferred by joiners, 
yet, as regards colour, figure, and other 
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The Chimneypiece in the Biliiard-Room, “ Beeston Fields,” Nottinghamshire. 


Messrs. Swann & Wright, Architects. 


important features in paneliing, English oak 
is unequalled. The price of Austrian charged 
to the builder for l-in. seasoned boards before 
the war was at the rate of 10s. per cubic foot. 
Panelling made of English oak is usually priced 
higher than Austrian. 

In spite of the cheapness of the timber in the 
log, the native panelling is looked upon as a 
luxury, and surely this fact alone proves its 
superiority. A large contractor once told me 
that English oak in 1-in. seasoned boards 
usually cost him as much as the best Spanish 
mahogany. Only the best butts of oak of good 
diameter are suitable for quartering; after 
conversion the timber must be properly 
seasoned. Winter-felled oak is preferable. 
Artificial seasoning is now becoming more 
general, many of the old objections and difficul- 
ties having been removed by increased 
knowledge and experience. The urgent demand 
in this war for seasoned oak, ash, etc., has led 
to many additional timber-drying plants being 
laid down in the provinces. Even with natural 
seasoning it does not take too long to season a 
l-in. oak board after it has been converted from 
the log, which should have been felled twelve 
months before conversion. On the usual 


assumption of one year’s seasoning to 1 in. of 


(See page 455.) 


thickness, this would mean for the 1-in. board 
a minimum of two years from the felling. Some 
might think a little longer seasoning advisable 
if artificial methods are not resorted to, but a 
very short time is necessary with the best 
modern artificial drying plants. The results are 
quite satisfactory, and I would point out that 
nearly all the much-advertised foreign timber 
is seasoned by these modern methods. The 
ancient prejudices against artificial seasoning 
of oak were due to the inferior results given by 
experimental stages. Again, objections that 
might be raised against seasoning oak artificially 
for shipbuilding or similar special purposes 
need not apply to timber required for panelling 
or interior work, or used under conditions which 
entail neither strain nor exposure to the weather. 

Turning to the price, I think you will agree 
that, after allowing liberally for waste, cost of 
felling, hauling, transport, conversion, and 
seasoning, the price which the producer receives 
for the standing oak-tree differs ridiculously 
from that paid by the contractor for the same 
timber in 1-in. boards. 

Much Austrian oak has been used for panelling 
and similar purposes, and there should be in 
the future a sufficient demand for all the 
English oak we can offer, provided the demand 
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is cultivated and the market properly organiseq 
Unfortunately this class of oak is now converte 
for inferior purposes. 

2. The second class of oak is the coppice. 
grown oak averaging 25 to 50 cubic ft. per 
tree, for which the present largest outlet is the. 
wagon and carriage departments of our railways, 
This is cultivated by English timber merchants 
who have to compete principally with the 
white American oak, or, in some cases, with 
Russian oak or even Australian woods, The 
oak is converted into wagon scantling, and the 
price varies according to size, quality, and 
sperification ; but we may assume an average 
figure for the converted timber of, say, 3s. 6d, 
per cubic foot. Thanks to the great superiority 
of English oak for this purpose, a far wider 
demand should be possible at considerably 
enhanced prices, if united action were taken 
to encourage it and improved methods of 
marketing were organised. Owing to the ease 
with which the foreign oak can be obtained, 
and the greater trouble caused to the railway 
officials by the native timber, there is a prejudice 
against the latter, but it is absurd that native 
oak, much more valuable for this purpose, 
should invariably be priced at the same figure 
as the foreign 

3. The third class of oak comprises the small 
trees of under 20 cubic ft., which, on account 
of small size, large proportion of sapwood, and 
to the high railway rates, should be converted, 
principally, locally. There should be ample 
room for increasing the demand for this con- 
verted oak in the great wood-consuming centres, 
where enormous quantities of oak are used, 
Many local markets also could be cultivated to 
a far greater extent than they are, such as 
gates, fencing, building fittings, repairs, and 
local requirements generally. Native timber 
could be used to a far greater extent in the 
district in which it is grown. 

There are other outlets and uses for oak of 
various sizes and quality in London and other 
centres at correspondingly diverse prices, ranging 
from the high-priced Austrian of best quality 
to the various classes of American oak at prices. 
ranging from 3s. 6d. to 6s. per cubic foot for 
converted sizes. The lowest is probably 
American window-sill oak at about 3s. per 
cubic foot, in which a proportion of sap is 
allowable. There has been an increase in 
price of nearly 50 per cent. since 1885 on lower 
classes of imported oak and also a decrease in 
quality. Much of our English oak migit be 
suitable to replace these foreign gzades, but 
the cost of marketing must determine what can 
be done in each instance, and competition 
might not be practicable in all cases. As | 
have shown, the present consumption of oak of 
all sorts is enormous. The imports of oak— 


exclusive of staves and parts—in 1913 exceeded 
124 million cubic ft. As the demand 
improved and the market became _ better 


organised we might expect to find plenty of 
scope for all the native oak we could offer. _ 

One of the staple objections taken to English 
oak is that it is harder than foreign. ‘This 
should make English oak the timber par 
excellence for wood-block flooring—to name but 
one use in which such a characteristic is 4 
recommendation. Yet, in spite of the large 
and increasing demand for wood-block flooring 
at good prices, there never has been any serious 
attempt to capture this and similar markets 
for English oak, and the softer foreign oak 
holds the field. 

Again, take the question of oak spokes, for 
which the native timber is absolutely unequalled. 
Although the English market was flooded with 
cheap American spokes several years ago, and 
although the importation is still large, the price 
of these spokes has increased very considerably 
during the past ten years, and especially during 
the two years previous to the outbreak of 
war. Not only was there this considerable 
increase in price, but, as in the case of nome 
timber generally, there was a considerabl 
falling off in quality. We have an exceptiona 
market for spokes; we have the finest timber 
of its kind in English oak for this purpose ; hn 
have large supplies of this timber obtainable 
at low prices; and yet there has been no onion 
attempt to retain or capture the spoke trade 
for this country.” 


*,*{To be continued next week.—Ep.] 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Professional Announcements. 


On and after the 20th inst. Mr. Percy B. 
‘Tubbs, F.R.1.B.A., will continue his practice 
of architect and surveyor at his new offices at 
No. 10, Gray’s Inn-square, W.C. The telephone 
number will remain the same, but the Exchange 
will be Holborn, viz., Holborn 2141. 

Mr. George Reavell, A.R.I.B.A., of Alnwick, 
is taking into partnership Mr. W. Arthur Tebbs, 
who has been for thirteen years his chief 
assistant. The firm will continue the practice 
at the old address, Lloyds Bank-chambers, 
Alnwick, and at the branch office at 51, Bridge- 
street, Morpeth. 


Furniture from an Oxford College. 


Ten articles of decorative furniture, the 
property of Trinity College, Oxford, were sold 
recently at Messrs. Christie’s, producing 
a total of 163} guineas. The highest price 
was paid for a Jacobean oak dresser, 81 in. wide, 
which fetched 30 guineas (Amor). 


City Quinquennial Valuation. 


The result of the quinquennial valuation of 
the City has been declared. The gross value 
of the City was £6,871,408, and the net rateable 
value, £5,789,176. Of the Inner Temple the 
rateable value was £26,570, and the Middle, 
£15,242. The total rateable value of the City 
and the Temple was £5,830,988, being an 
increase since 1910 of £172,813. 


Private Bill Legislation. 


The number of Private Bills deposited for 
consideration by Parliament shows a falling off. 
Apart from Provisional Orders, the number 
lodged in the Private Bills Office on Saturday 
last was twenty-eight—less than half last year’s 
total. Among the Bills so far presented are the 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways, and South- 
Eastern and Chatham Railway. 


Institution of Civil Engineers. 


At the ordinary meeting of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers held on the 14th inst. the 
election of new members and Associate 
members, transfer of Associate members to 
members, and admissions of students were 
reported as  follows:—Elected members, 
eleven; elected Associate members, eighty ; 
transferred from Associate members to 
members, six; and admitted as _ students, 
forty-two. 

The Egypt Exploration Fund. 

_Last Friday a meeting of the Egypt Explora- 
tion Fund was held at the rooms of the Royal 
Society, and Mr. A. M. Blackman read a paper 
on “ Pre-Dynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,” 
a period including the Pre-Dynastic Period and 
that of the first two dynasties. He explained 
that it had been recently proved that the early 
inhabitants of Egypt belonged to the same race 
that peopled the shores of the Mediterranean, 
who had left many traces of their presence and 
attained to a high standard of civilisation. 
So dry was the soil that not only the bones but 
‘N many cases the skin and eyes of those buried 
had remained intact. Many examples of early 
pottery and implements found were shown by 
the lecturer in a series of interesting slides. 
The tireless efforts of Egyptologists were 
gradually dispelling the mystery with which 
Egypt has been surrounded. 





Home-Grown Timber Committee. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries has appointed a Committee for 
the purpose of making such arrangements as 
- por to ensure the fullest - being made 

ive resources in su i existi 

demands for timber. The . an re 
Prepared to purchase standing timber and to 
— arrangements when necessary for felling, 
auling, and conversion; they will be glad to 
receive particulars of timber which landowners 
and others would be willing to sell for Govern- 
au purposes. All communications for the 
mmittee should be addressed to the Secretary, 
sme Grown Timber Committee, Craven House, 
J orthumberland-avenue, W.C. 
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Victoria and Albert Museum : Recent 
Acquisitions. 

A catalogue (for official uses only) has just 
been printed of additions made in the course 
of last year to the collections in the department 
of engraving, illustration, and design; the 
catalogue has 180 pages, and gives a long list 
of donors’ names. Amongst the drawings is a 
series, presented by Mr. Phené Spiers, 
F.R.LB.A., of portrait and other studies by 
Soloman A. Hart (1806-81); some studies by 
George J. Pinwell ; engravings and illustrations 
by Du Maurier, F. Walker, Linley Sambourne, 
and J. D. Watson; drawings of landscape 
views in France by Georges A. Bouet; and 
numerous designs by Bernhard Zan, circa 1580, 
for goldsmith’s work, together with those by 
Virgil Solis (1514-62) for, it seems, the decorative 
work of harquebusses, fusil-stocks, powder- 
flasks, dagger-sheaths, etc. 


Labour and the Woodworking Industry. 

A Conference has been held at the Home 
Office between representatives of employers’ 
and operatives’ associations in the woodworking 
industry. The meeting was one of a series of 
conferences which the Home Office has been 
holding with employers and operatives through- 
out the country and was convened for the 
purpose of considering the difficulties which 

ave arisen in consequence of loss of men due 
to the recruiting campaign and what arrange- 
ments could be made to substitute women in 
their place. After discussion the Conference 
passed a resolution expressing the opinion 
that in any town or place where in any branch 
of the industry it was found necessary. to 
employ female labour this should be permitted 
subject to a suitable agreement between the 
employers’ and the operatives’ associations. 


Art and Commerce. 

Mr. John Lavery, A.R.A., in presenting 
prizes at the St. John’s Wood Art School, said 
a wrong idea prevailed regarding the status of 
the artist. It was taken for granted that the 
man who painted a pictrre or produced a piece 
of sculpture reached the highest means of 
expression ; that the man who carved or gilded 
a frame or designed or painted a carriage was 
merely a skilled artisan and was on a lower 
plane. It would almost seem that the produc- 
tion of a necessary or useful commodity was 
regarded as degrading and the production of a 
luxury exalting, when as a matter of fact the 
opposite might be the case. All agreed with 
the statement that in many branches of indus- 
trial art we had been fairly beaten by Ger- 
many and Austria, because the relation of art 
to commerce had been more shrewdly studied 
and better understood in those countries. 


Carpenters’ Hall Lectures on Arts Connected 
with Building. 

A course of ten evening lectures on the Arts 
Connected with Building has been arranged by 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters, to be 
given in the Hall of the Company on Wednesday 
evenings from February to April. Admission 
will be free. The following is the syllabus :— 

February 2—Mr. Harry Redfern, F.R.I.B.A., 
‘* Bridges—Ancient and Modern.” February 9 
—Mr. Arthur Gardner, M.A., F.S8.A., ‘‘ Sculp- 
tures of Reims Cathedral.” February 16— 
Mr. William Strang, LL.D., A.R.A., “ Some 
Movements in Modern Art.” February 23— 
Mr. Arthur Keen, F.R.I.B.A., “The English 
Roof.” March 1—Mr. D. 8. MacColl, LL.D. 
(Keeper of the Wallace Collection), ‘“ The 
Work of Alfred Stevens.” March 8—Mr. 
W. Robert Colton, A.R.A. (late Professor of 
Sculpture in the R.A.), “The Effect of War on 
Art.”? March 15—Mr. H. J. L. J. Massé, M.A., 
“Seals.” March 22—Mr. H. Hughes-Stanton, 
A.R.A., “ Landscape Painting.” March 29— 
Sir Krishna G. Gupta, K.C.S.L, “ Indian 
Building, Ancient and Modern.” April 5— 
Mr. William Dawson, M.A., B.Sc., ‘ British 
Forestry Before and After the War.” 


Engineering Colleges and the War. 


At a meeting of members of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, held at Westminster, 
Mr. D. R. Mullineux Walmsley, Principal of 
the Northampton Polytechnic Institute, London, 
read a paper on “ Engineering Colleges and the 
War,” the joint work of himself and Mr. C. E. 
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Larard, Head of the Civil and Mechanical 
Department of the same Institution. This. was 
essentially an engineer’s war, it was stated, 
and it was therefore a national duty from the 
military and naval, as well as from the educa- 
tional, point of view that the equipment and 
staffing of engineering technical colleges and 
their organisation should be brought to a high 
state of efficiency. Most of the London 
polytechnics and technical institutions under 
the direction of the Educational Committee of 
the London County Council were either directly 
engaged in the manufacture of munitions or 
were giving some form of training to munition 
workers. The same held good in London and 
the provinces as regarded some of the University 
engineering departments, the larger technical 
schools, and also some of the smaller ones, In 
the London educational institutions by far the 
most important work in connection with 
munitions was the manufacture of numerous 
types of gauges which required to be finished 
with a very ‘high degree of accuracy, and the 
output in this respect was considerable and 
would astonish some of those engineering 
critics who looked with disfavour on the college 
workshop. In addition, both in London and 
the provinces, very numerous details were 
being manufactured at these college workshops 
for naval and military work of various kinds. 


London and Middlesex Archeological Society. 

The Lord Mayor presided at the Diamond 
Jubilee meeting of the London and Middlesex 
Archeological Society, held in the Mansion 
House on the 14th inst. Sir E. Brabrook, the 
President, in the course of an address on ‘‘ The 
Growth of Archeology in London During the 
Past Sixty Years,” said that the inaugural 
meeting of the Society was held on December 14, 
1855, in Crosby Hall, and it was not the fault 
of the members that the Hall had disappeared 
from the City of London. The very greatness 
and prosperity of London militated against the 
preservation of the relics of its history. The 
Society had been recognised by the Corporation 
and the City Companies, and it had been the 
means of making many archeological dis- 
coveries. It had provided the memorial 
window representing the minor* companies of 
the City in the Guildhall Library. During the 
last sixty years there had been a marked change 
of public opinion in regard to the preservation 
of old churches and other historic buildings, 
but improvement was still needed. The method 
of issuing faculties, he said, was a weak point 
in the present system, and he thought that no 
faculty should be granted until the Chancellor 
of the diocese was satisfied by independent 
expert advice that it was not open to objection 
on archeological grounds. The love of 
antiquity, he continued, was a mental and moral 
quality as well as an esthetic one. 


The Society of Engineers. 

The sixth annual general meeting of the 
Society of Engineers (Incorporated) was held 
at the offices of the Society, 17, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, on the 13th inst. The awards 
of premiums made in respect of papers pub- 
lished in the Journal of the Society during 1915 
were announced as follows :—The President’s 
Gold Medal to Mr. Arthur H. Barker, B.Sc., 
for his paper entitled “Some Future Develop- 
ments in Heating and Ventilation.”” The 
Bessemer Premium, value £5 5s., to Mr. 
Alphonse Steiger, M.Inst.C.E., for his paper on 
**The Modern Development of Water-Power.” 
A Society’s Premium, value £3 3s., to 
Mr. Sydney G. Turner, Barrister-at-Law, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., for his paper entitled ‘“ Law 
and Engineering; some Points of Contact’; 
A Society’s Premium, value £2 2s., to Mr. Frank 
Grove for his paper on “‘ Main Roads, Past and 
Present.”” The Report of the Council was read 
and adopted. The scrutineers of the postal 
ballot reported that the following had been 
elected as members of the Council and officers 
for 1916:—President, Mr. Percy Griffith ; 
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. Henry C. Adams, 
W. B. Esson, and W. Noble Twelvetrees ; 
Members of Council, Messrs. Henry Adams, 
C. T. Walrond, F. L. Ball, Burnard Geen, 
the Right Hon. Lord Headley, F. H. Hummel, 
T. J. Gueritte, B. H. M. Hewett, G. A. Becks, 


and G. O. Case; Associate Member of Council, 
Mr. C. E. May; Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer, Mr. D. B. Butler. 
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Lloyds Bank, 








Manchester. 


Messrs. Charles Heathcote & Sons, Architects. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lloyds Bank, Manchester. 


HIS new building was completed this 
summer. The site was formerly 
occupied by the Reference Library, 

: otherwise known as the old Town 

Hall, in King-street. The bank occupies half the 

ground floor and basement, and the remainder 

of the building is let off as office tenancies. 

The building is designed in the Classic- 
Renaissance style, and is purposely kept rather 
more ornate than would be the case in a city 
where buildings retain some of their original 
colouring or cleanliness longer than in 
Manchester. There are three street frontages 
to King-street, Cross-street, and Cheapside, 
all faced with Portland stone, from the quarries 
of Mr. F. J. Barnes and of the Bath Stone Firms. 
The carving, both of the stonework and of the 
interior woodwork, including all models, was done 
by Messrs. Earp, Hobbs, & Miller, of Manchester ; 
grey granite unpolished formed the plinth. 

The tenancies on the upper floors are archi- 
tecturally treated, and the leaded lights in the 
corridor screens are the work of Messrs. John 
Hall & Sons, St. Pancras. This firm also did 
the whole of the enriched glazing inside the 
bank. The bank fittings are all of mahogany, 
carefully picked for its figuration. The walls 
and piers of the bank are lined with marble by 
Messrs. Fenning & Co., the marble-work being 
kept bright for the reflection of light. The 
ceilings are of enriched fibrous plaster finish, by 
the Bromsgrove Guild, which firm also supplied 
the passenger lift enclosure and the name plates 
for the tenancies. The caps and bases, of 
bronze, which are worked in with the marble 
design, are by Elkingtons, and all the bronze 
electric fittings in the bank are by the 
Birmingham Guild. Some other bronze electric 
fittings are by Messrs. Strode & Co., who also 
carried out the whole of the electric wiring and 
the telephone installation throughout. A main 
feature in the bank is the segmental inner 
roof over the clerks’ chamber. Octagonal 
glazed panels and ribs of fibrous plaster-work 
form a combination, illustrated in one of 
our photographs. The three semicircular 
arches adjoining this portion form three vault- 
ings in the segment, each vault containing a 
pane! with coloured-glass reproductions of the 
arms of London, Manchester, and Birmingham, 
the latter being the original headquarters of 
Lloyds Bank, Ltd. Heating is arranged by 
means of low-pressure hot water, and, in the 
case of the bank, by driven warm and cleansed 








air additionally. This is the work of Messrs. 
Hatton, Ltd., of Manchester. 

All the basement rooms, including a dining- 
room for the clerks, strong-rooms, and general 
storage space, are tiled throughout by Messrs. 
C. W. Williams & Co., who also treated the 
tenants’ staircase with a combination of marble 
dado and glass tiling over dado. 

The large windows to the ground and 
mezzanine stories are of steel frames, and were 
made by Messrs. Henry Hope & Sons. The 
lifts—and in addition to the passenger lift 
there are two book lifts and a bullion lift in 
the bank—are all by Messrs. Waygood Otis, Ltd. 

The entrance to the bank is by revolving 
doors in King-street and in Cheapside, the 
work of Mr. S. Elliott, of Caversham; and 
outside the King-street doors are gates in 
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wrought-iron and bronze by Messrs. H. w, 
Cashmore & Co. This firm also made the 
railings at street level and outside the third. 
floor windows. The plumbing throughout was 
by Messrs. J. Jaffrey & Co., with sanitary 
fittings by Messrs. Jennings & Co. All the 
steel-work was by Messrs Heenan & Froude, 
and the floors, reinforced with B.R.C. mesh, 
by the Russell Building Company. The 
grates and mantels throughout were the work 
of Messrs. Parker, Winder, & Achurch, and also 
of Messrs. S. Flavel & Co. The former 
firm supplied the dog-grate in the public 
space of the bank ; the fireplace shown in the 
Banking Hall is not quite complete, as 
the photograph was taken before the carved 
aellneh shield under the pediment was fixed. 
Messrs. Chubb & Sons made the strong-room 
fittings, and all the bronze door and window 
furniture in the building was supplied by 
Messrs. Chas. Smith, Sons, & Co. Some staircase 
balustrades and a few steel casements were by 
Messrs. Humphries, Jackson, & Ambler. 

Unfortunately the north side of the building 
facing the chapel in Cross-street was handi- 
capped by a right of light, which caused some 
rather complicated construction on that side. 

The architects for the building were Messrs. 
Charles Heathcote & Sons, of Manchester and 
London; and the general contractors were 
Messrs. W. E. Blake, Ltd., of London and 
Plymouth, who also made the whole of the 
bank fittings. 

Much delay was caused in the erection of 
this building through continual strikes in 
various trades, and finally by the London 
building strike, which only ceased when war 
broke out. 





The Church of St. Edward the Confessor, 
Golder’s Green, N.W. 

Tuts Catholic church, of which Mr. Arthur 
Young is the architect, has been recently 
opened, and we give this week a view of the 
exterior taken at the moment when ‘his 
Eminence Cardinal Bourne was entering the 
church for the opening ceremony. The church 
seats about 650, and is built of brick faced with 
silver-grey Reading bricks and with dressings 
of Monks Park stone. Messrs. Bendons, Ltd., 
of Hammersmith, were the general contractors. 
The Bath Stone Firms worked and fixed all the 
mason’s work; Messrs. Collier, of Reading, 
made the silver-grey bricks ; Messrs. Whitehead 
laid the terrazzo flooring and steps in the 
sanctuary and chapels; the stone paving was 
manufactured and laid by Messrs. Bradford. 
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of Homerton; the Decolita flooring by Bell’s 
Asbestos Company ; the leaded glazing by Mr. 
A. E. Sedding; the wood carving was done by 
Mr. Alfred Robinson; and the stone by Mr. 
Joseph Armitage. 





House, Great Halings, Denham. 
We give the eievations of the house of which 
we illustrated a plan and view in our issue of 
December 10. 





City of Bath Development Scheme. 

Tue plan and bird’s-eye view illustrated in 
this number show generally the proposal for 
the wr and improvement of the 
City of Bath. 

The idea originated by Mr. J. Y. W. 
Macalister, of the Royal Society of Medicine, 
has obtained the support of a body of the 
most influential members of the medical pro- 
fession, and when carried out will entitle 
Bath to take its place alongside the great 
foreign spas where so much development work 
of this description has taken place. 

The principal features of the project consist 
in the removal of the squalid buildings which 
have been erected around the Abbey and in 
the formation of several new streets, thus 
opening up for the first time for centuries the 
central part of the city in laying out as*a 
public garden the banks of the River Avon with 
a spacious covered arcade and promenade, and 
inthe erection of a first-class'hotel on Conti- 
nental lines with a fully-equipped system of 
bathsinconnection. Theold Roman Bath would 
be connected with the modern establishment and 
used in conjunction therewith, special{arrange- 
ments being made for the display and preserva- 
tion of the ancient work, much of which is 
not now visible to the public. 

Of late years large sums have been laid out 
by the corporation in the improvement of the 
city, and the Grand Pump-Room has been most 
carefully restored, and in the near future it 
is hoped that the city will resume the important 
position it held in the eighteenth century as a 
health and pleasure resort. 

Joun Betcuer & J. J. Joass. 


a>. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Architectural Association Voluntary Aid 
Detachment. 

Sir,—The necessity and importance of Red 
Cross work hardly need emphasis at the present 
time. The interest to be found in it can be 
attested by anyone who has undertaken it. 
What does require emphasis is the need of a 
constant supply of workers, and I venture to 
draw the attention of your readers to the 
detachment now registered by the War Office 
as “London 43 V.A.D. Westminster Division,” 
with headquarters at the Architectural 
Association, 18, Tufton-street, S.W. 

There is plenty of work to be done, and any 
man who joins may be sure that his services 
will be used as soon as he is qualified. Classes 
for instruction are held as recruits come in. 
The first course of First Aid lectures was given 
by Dr. Spicer in September. Dr.’ Brydone, 
the Medical Officer of the detachment, continued 
with a course on Home Nursing, and has given 
a course on First Aid, for the examination at 
the end of this month. He is now holding a 
third course, and another is to begin soon after 
Christmas. There are between sixty and 
seventy names on the roll, of whom between 
thirty and forty are already qualified. 

As this is the only men’s detachment in the 
Westminster Division, they have been called 
upon to assist in many ways. Thus we provide 
orderlies for the Officers’ Hospital at 24, Park- 
street, and for Lady Violet Brassey’s Officers’ 
Hospital, and propose to do the same for the 
large soldiers’ hospital soon to be established 
at 184, Queen’s-gate. We have volunteered 
professional services in advising the West- 
minster Division on the various houses which 
may be turned into hospitals. Our stretcher- 
bearers hope to assist the London Ambulance 
Column in meeting the trains of wounded at 
a railway-stations and conveying them to 
Hospitals, and we are almost hoping for another 
Successful air raid, because the police have 
asked us to be ready to render first aid and do 
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The Church of St. Edward the Confessor, Golder’s Green, N.W. 


Mr. Arthur Young, Architect. 


what we can to succour the victims. Our 
Commandant, Mr. Ambrose W. Coffin, is 
constantly asked for volunteers to undertake 
all kinds of jobs, from convoying stray 
convalescents across London to lending a hand 
to meet a rush of clerical work at headquarters. 
Parades for company and stretcher drill are 
held under the instruction of Sergeant Daniels, 
of the R.A.M.C., who in quieter times is an 
engineer in Canada. 

We make a special appeal to architects and 
men of kindred occupations, because through 
them the detachment came into being, and 
most of our members are drawn from these 
callings. But we welcome all men of goodwill 
from any station in life. The only conditions 
are that they should be either not eligible for 
military service or already attested under 
Lord Derby’s scheme, and the only financial 
contributions required are a nominal entrance 
fee and the provision of their own uniforms. 
The work will increase as the war goes on, and 
the more workers we can have to draw upon 
the better. It is certain that no man who 
undertakes this work will regret it, and the 
knowledge he will gain is such as every man 
ought to possess, and as will make him more 
useful in every branch of life. 

For further information and application 
forms, inquiry should be made of the Quarter- 
master, Mr. V. Wilkins, at 18, Tufton-street, 
or the Commandant can be seen there on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 

Henry M. FLETCHER 
(Hon. Secretary, Architectural Association). 


Apprentices. 
Str,—The question raised by Mr. John P. 
White in his letter in your issue of December 3 
is certainly a very important one for our 


country, and one, unfortunately, to which we 
are as yet very far from being awake. 

Mr. White’s two chief points are :— 

1. The difficulty of getting boys to become 
apprentices owing to their parents wishing them 
to earn as much as possible, and so sending 
them to the higher-paid blind-alley occupations, 

2. Of those that are properly trained to the 
joinery trade the best men go abroad. 

The fact that point No. 1 touches the parents 
at once indicates that it is largely beyond the 
employers’ control ; it must be taken in hand 
nationally through our educational system. 
Before boys leave school the advantage of 
learning a proper trade should be brought 
home to them, and through them to their 
parents. Why should there not be a much 
more intimate link between the primary 
education stage and the apprenticeship stage of 
employment ? In Austria and Germany every 
boy must attend a continuation school until 
he is seventeen or eighteen years of age, spending 
so many hours—in the daytime, not evening— 
per week learning those parts of his trade 
which he does not readily get in the workshop. 
Compare that with our haphazard system of 
evening schools, to which only a small percentage 
of our boys go. What will be the difference 
between the workmen turned out by the two 
systems ? 

Point No. 2 seems to suggest that the sooner 
we make our land more worth living in than 
it is at present the better for all concerned, 
substituting for the slum and the dreary ugliness 
of the by-law streets of our large towns decent 
and convenient houses with some ground about 
them, and for the public-house as it is some 
better form of public-house. 

The whole problem is a complex one. Are 
we going to tackle it, or do we not care ? 

: J. G. W. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETIES. 





Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland. 


An extraordinary general meeting of this 
Institute was held on the 16th inst. at the 
Institute Rooms, 31, South Frederick-street, 
Dublin, to confirm alterations in the by-laws. 
This was followed by the annual general 
meeting. The President, Mr. R. Caulfeild Orpen, 
B.A., R.H.A., occupied the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and signed, the Hon. Secretary read 
the annual Report of Council. A tribute of 
respect was paid to those members serving with 
his Majesty’s Forces, namely, Messrs. C. H. 
Mitchell, J. M. Mitchell, P. L. Dickenson, F. E. 
Sparrow, A. W. Reid, and F. B. Craig. The 
Council expresséd disappointment owing to 
the continued postponement of the adjudication 
in connection with the competition inaugurated 
by the Earl of Aberdeen for the town planning 
of Dublin. ‘The scheme: drafted by the Relief 
Works Committee, which aimed at the encour- 
agement of building enterprise by insuring 
employer. against loss owing to the rise in the 
cost of material was submitted to, and approved 
by, the Mansion House Relief Committee. 

Subsequently a deputation waited on the 
Vice-President of the Local Government Board, 
and a promise was received, that the scheme 
would have the careful consideration of the 
authorities. It is regretted that nothing further 
has been heard on the subject. The War 
Committee appointed by the Institute has been 
acting in conjunction with the War Committee 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

The Report dealt with the steps that had 
been taken by the Council to make a record of 
the buildings in Ireland of historical or archi- 
tectural interest by appointing an “ Ancient 
Buildings Committee.”” This Committee has 
been appointed to consider and report on the 
matter with Mr. Lynch as Hon. Secretary, and 
a circular will shortly be sent to all public 
officials in connection with the scheme. 

Text of the address to his Excellency was 
read together with his Excellency’s reply. 

Negotiations between the Council and the 
Kingstown Urban District Council in connection 
with the proposed scheme for artisans’ dwellings, 
were fully described, and the high appreciation 
of the Council was expressed at the action of 
its members in refraining from applying for 
the appointment under the advice of the Council. 

During the past year death has taken the 
following members :—Messrs. R. C. Millar, 
Robert J. Stirling, and W. H. Lynn. 

The following members have resigned :— 
Messrs. W, J. Fennell, J. F. Fuller, and Sir 
Thomas Deane. 

The scrutiny of the ballot for election of 
Council for the ensuing year was as follows :— 
Messrs. H. Allberry, G. P. Sheridan, J. H. Webb, 
F. G. Hicks, C. A. Owen, W. A. Scott, A. G. C. 
Millar, R. M. Butler, and G. L. O’Connor; 
Mr. Frederick Hayes, Hon. Secretary ; and Mr. 
Lucius O'Callaghan, Hon. Treasurer. 
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The Hon. Treasurer submitted his financial 
statement, which was adopted. The President 
read his address, the subject of which was 
** Recreation in War-Time.”’ He described the 
hobbies which architects of mature years might 
devote their attention to during these times of 
professional inactivity. A vote of thanks was 
proposed by Mr. F. G. Hicks, seconded by 
Mr. G. L. O’Connor. 


—_—+@-—__— 
FIFTY YEARS AGO. 


The Road to the Thames Embankment. 


Tak road to the Thames Embankment 
proposed to be formed by the Board of 
Works over the site of Northumberland House 
would be a step towards realising a scheme 
proposed in our pages some years ago for 
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connecting the district on the other side of 
the river with the Strand and West-end 
generally by means of a very wide bridge 
from that point. We shall greatly regret 
the loss of Northumberland House as an 
interesting relic of Elizabethan London, 
The London of the past is fast disappearing, 
It cannot be helped; new wants must be 
supplied ; fresh facilities to moving millions 
must be afforded, but we may nevertheless 
grieve, and moreover should examine care- 
fully whether or not equal improvements 
may not be effected without destruction, 
An extensive crescent is spoken of stretching 
from Hungerford to Waterloo Bridge, 
Adelphi-terrace would have to come down, 
and much property adjacent. 

[*,* We give the above extract from the 
Builder of December 23, 1865.—Ep. | 
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City of Bath Proposed Development Scheme. (See page 459.) 
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Brympton D’Evercy: South Front (attributed to Inigo Jones). 


’ ° her brother’s marriage. Her brother Nicholas of the Church of Isabel Blount, of Ashington 
BRYMPTON D’EVERCY : next held it from the same cause in the thirty- The Sydenhams next possessed it, but Collinson 


ESTATE OF THE LATE SIR SPENCER sixth year of Edward III., with the advowson does not say how they entered upon it. Leland 
Cc. B. PONSONBY-FANE., 


() readers have doubtless read in 





the Times the biographical account of 

the late Right Hon. Sir Spencer C. B. 
Ponsonby-Fane, G.C.B., LS.0., whose death 
occurred on December 1 in his ninety-first 
year, at Brympton, near: Yeovil. 

Sir Spencer was the sixth son of the fourth 
Earl of Bessborough. He was Private Secretary 
to Lord Palmerston and afterwards to Lord 
Granville and Lord Clarendon. He was Gentle- 
man Usher to Queen Victoria, and also to 
King Edward and King George. As a cricketer 
he is recorded as having been the only surviving 
member of the I. Zingari Club, formed in June, 
1845, with his brother and Mr. J. L. Baldwin. 
He was well known in dramatic circles, and as 
Comptroller was, through the Censor, closely 
connected with the stage. He possessed 
among his relics a massive silver presentation 
punch-bowl, engraved with the signatures of 
his numerous friends in the world of Drama. 

His residence, “‘ Brympton House,’ Somer- 
set, is of particular interest to architects both 
on account of its ancient foundation and its 
dual connection with medieval and Renaissance 
times. The Tudor entrance front and four- 
teenth-century church, forming the south pro- 
jecting wing, make together a very pleasing 

' group. A view of the aspect from the church- 

| yard is given from the pen of Nelly Erichsen 
in Mr. Edward Hutton’s “ Highways and 
Byways in Somerset.” 
_ The origin of Brympton is given by Collinson 
im a quotation from Domesday in the following 
passage :— 
_“ Herbert holds of Roger, Brunetone. 
Seulf held it in the time of King Edward, 
and gelded it for three hides. The arable is 
four carucates.* In demesne are two carucates, 
and two servants, and two villanes ¢ and eight 
cottagers, with two ploughs. There are thirteen 
acres of meadow and four acres of coppice-wood. 
It was worth forty shillings, now sixty shillings.”’ 
(Roger—i.c., Roger de Curcelle, of Ashington.) 
Lib. Domesday. 

The manor came into the hands of one 

Ourncaux, and subsequently to Sir John 

Evercy, Kt., in the time of Edward L., 
who left it to Peter D’Evercy and his heirs. 
His daughter Anne married Sir John Glamor- 
gan, who had five daughters. In default of 
_ issue, 1t reverted to Dame Isabel, whose 
ay een married a Glamorgan, and 
Joa n Piers inherited the estate. His sister 

n next possessed it in default of issue from 








; yiarucate in time of Richard I. = 100 acres. 
anes from Villanus = a villein or bondman. Brympton D’Evercy : Tudor Entrance Porch. 
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Brympton D’Evercy: Chimneypiece in Salocn. 


considers Brympton the oldest house of the 
family, while Collinson gives an older founda- 
tion. Mr. Hutton explains that Jenkin Stourton 
of Preston Plucknett, near Montacute, in addi- 
tion to owning Preston held Brympton, and 
Pendomer in the time of Richard Il. Of his 
three daughters, Joan married John Sydenham 
and acquired Brympton. 

Collinson gives as the origin of the surname 
Sydenham that of Sideham, a hamlet on the 
Parrett in the same county, just as Wyndham 
is derived from Wymondham in Norfolk, where 
that family hailed from. 

Later, some members of the Sydenham 
family moved to Orchard, a parish of Watchet 
in Bridgwater Bay. Leland says that the 
manor of Orchard was erected by a younger 
brother of the Sydenhams of Brympton, who 
was the predecessor of four owners of the manor 
in the same name. 

The second Sydenham married the heir of 
one Gambon, a lord with large possessions 
in Devonshire and Cornwall. Leland adds: 
** Sidenham the 2. builded moste part or almost 
al the good building of Orcharde.” The third 
died leaving a son and two daughters. The 
son died in his twenty-second year, and the 
daughters were married, one of them to John 
Wyndham, a younger brother of Wyndham of 
Felbridge in Norfolk (vide Leland—* North- 
folk”’).. Hence the place Orchard-Wyndham. 
Now of the two Sydenhams that came out of 
Brympton, one is buried at Combe and the 
other at Nettlecombe, both within a mile 
of Orchard. At Combe - Sydenham, near 
Stogumber, exists a fine Elizabethan house 
with fifteenth-century farm buildings. Another 
branch of the family resided here, and it is 


interesting to record in this connection that 
Sir Francis Drake’s second wife was Elizabeth 
Sydenham of Combe-Sydenham. 

This family had lived in the county for 
nearly five hundred years. Their arms Argent, 
three rams passant Sable, are the same as 
those carved on an ancient stone preserved at 
Brympton D’Evercy. 

This place, Sideham, near Bridgewater, was 
possessed by a Saxon of the name of Cheping 
in the time of Edward the Confessor, and later 
by Roger Arundel during the reign of 
William I. The manor grew greatly, and the 
lord thereof, as was customary, was known as 
de Sydenham, after the name of the place. 
Thus, in the time of King John, Robert de 
Sydenham possessed the manot, and his son 
John after him, who was living in the reign of 
Henry III. He was succeeded by ‘“ Walter 
de Sideham, who, 14 Edw. I., held under 
Richard de Grenville, a knight’s fee * in Sideham 
of John de Mohun as of the honour of Dunster.”’ 
(Collinson). His successors were John de 
Sydenham, who married the heiress of John 
de Kittisford, and their son William (temp. 
Edw. III.) married Joan, daughter and co-heir 
of William de Cothay, and of their three sons, 
Roger, Simon, and William, Simon married 
Marsilla, daughter of John Hillary of Badialton, 
who was the founder of the Badialton branch 
of the family. Roger, the eldest, inherited the 
Sydenham and Kittisford estates (15 Edw. III.), 
and his eldest son succeeded him ; the younger 
son, Richard, was a judge and lord of Combe- 
Sydenham. 

John married the heiress of a gentleman of 


* 4 hides = 1 knight’s fee; 1 hide = 120 acres (Martin). 
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Pixton, near Dulverton, and of their three 
children, Hugh, who married Joan, the daughter 
cael 

of William Poleswell, was the ancestor of 
the baronets and all branches of the family 
substituting in the male line. He possesgeq 
his mother’s estate in Dulverton in the time 
of Richard II., and was successively followed 
by many members of the same name in that 
part of the county. 

.© Brympton was held in the Sydenham family 
until about the year 1725, when it was 
purchased curiously enough by a Mr. Penny 
who became a bankrupt. In 1730 Francis 
Fane purchased it for £12,000, and it came 
to the Ponsonby family upon the marriage of 
the fourth Earl of Bessborough with Maria 
Fane, daughter of the tenth Earl of West. 
morland. Sir Spencer Ponsonby-Fane, the last 
owner, became possessed of it in 1875, when 
he assumed the name of Fane by Royal warrant, 

The church, which exists, to the south-west of 
the entrance, is of fourteenth-century origin, 
and on its western gable is built a bell turrét of 
interesting design. A fifteenth-century stone 
screen divides the chancel from the nave, 
containing in panels the coats-of-arms of the 
owners of the manor painted in heraldic colours, 
One is obviously a Stourton and another a 
Sydenham. 

There are several ancient monuments within 
the church. That erected in 1626 to Sir John 
Sydenham has a curiously worded verse 
commencing :— 

My founder Sydenham, matchet with Hobye’'s Heyr, 

Badde me inform thee (Gentle Passenger) 

That what he hath done in mee is onlie meant 

To memorize his father's and 's discent 

Without vayne glorie, . .. . 

The porch of the house is apparently early 
sixteenth-century work, while upon the parapet 
above two rams are carved in stone, being the 
crest of the Sydenhams. The rooms on the 
south side and the design of the south front 
is attributed by Walpole to Inigo Jones. This 
front and terrace are of good design, proportion, 
and there is a certain rhythm in the repetition 
of the windows with only the pedimented 
heads thereof alternating. Above, the balus- 
trade would have been happier if the cornice 
below had not been broken for the meaningless 
pilasters or blocks and if these latter had been 
omitted. This front looks as though it had 
been completed from a design without super- 
vision. 

Within, the salon ceiling is of the period 
with its central oval and heavy cornice, but 
the ground is plain, and there are none of 
the customary connecting beams usual in 
I. Jones’s designs. 

The detail is of similar treatment to one of 
the smaller rooms at the Queen’s House, 
Greenwich, with its laurel guilloche. The whole 
thing, however, is a trifle heavy and severe. 

There are two chimneypieces savouring of 
the designs of John Webb (1611-1672), one of 
which contains an interesting Adam _ period 
hob-grate. Two other chimneypieces seem 
to be later, of the time of Chambers, being 
similar in design to many attributed to William 
Kent (1684-1748). 

There are some painted carved wood 
pendants holding twelve lights each, which 
were purchased by Sir Ponsonby-Fane at 4 
sale of effects from Kensington Palace some 
years back, when certain alterations were made 
there. 

On the whole, as viewed from the other side 
of the lake, the south front is very pleasing 
and harmonises well with the Tudor work on 
account of the mullions and transoms of the 
Renaissance windows. 





eee 
SPITALFIELDS MARKET SALE. 

The City Corporation have agreed to purchase 
Spitalfields Market under the terms of the 
arbitration, which fixes the payment to Mr. 
Horner, the lessee, at £284,500. 

OLD TEMPLE BAR. 

At a recent meeting of the City Corporé 
tion a reference to the City Lands (om 
mittee made in October, 1911, to consider the 
desirability of reacquiring Old Temple Bar, 
which is now erected at Theobald’s Park, 
Cheshunt, the residence of Admiral the Hon. 
Sir Hedworth Meux, was discharged a? 
dropped. 


or 
£4 
ap 
Ter 


19) 
dai 
the 
abl 
dat 
val 


the 
wh 
a | 
the 
ren 
ex] 
Au 
cre: 
int 
sha 
to ; 
ad 
in | 
tha 


me! 
con 
on 


exer 
BO 


15. 


ir three 
laughter 
estor of 
} family 
OSsessed 
he time 
followed 
in that 


a family 
It was 
Penny, 
Francis 
it came 
riage of 
lh Maria 
if ~West- 
the last 
5, when 
warrant, 
h-west of 
y origin, 
turrét of 
Vy stone 
e nave, 
of the 
colours, 
other a 













s within 
sir John 
1 verse 


e's Heyr, 


nt 


‘ly early 
parapet 
eing the 
on the 
th front 
s. This 
yportion, 
»petition 
imented 
> balus- 
cornice 
ningless 
ad been 

it had 


t super- 


period 
ice, but 
none of 
sual in 


. one of 
House, 
e whole 
pvere. 
ring of 
one of 
period 
3 seem 
a being 
William 


wood 
which 
e at a 
e some 
‘e made 


her side 
pleasing 
york on 

of the 


urchase 
of the 
to Mr. 


orpora- 

Com- 
Jer the 
e Bar, 

Park, 
o Hon. 
d and 





DECEMBER 24, 1915.] 


THE BUILDER. 


463 


THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE INCREASE OF RENT AND 
MORTGAGE INTEREST 
(WAR RESTRICTIONS) BILL. 


N these strenuous times of war no 
I measure introduced to meet a _ real 
necessity should be subjected to the 
kind of criticism which would be in place and 
even called for in time of peace; but there, 
nevertheless, exists the serious danger of 
legislating in a hurry to meet some exceptional 
case or cases, and thereby benefiting one class 
at the expense of others or to the detriment 
of the community. The Bill restricting the 
increase in rent and interest on mortgages 
during the duration of the war, and for six 
months after its termination, is a piece of 
legislation of a character which certainly needs 
careful consideration, although, like all war 
legislation, it should not arouse hostile opposi- 
tion, and in referring to its provisions we 
wish to consider the question without any 
bias or prejudice. The two main questions to 
be considered are, Is it called for, and, Will it 
do more good than harm ? 

Generally speaking, the provisions of the 
Bill are as follows :—It is to apply in certain 
areas to be prescribed by Order in Council, but 
limited to (1) the Administrative County of 
London, (2) boroughs or urban districts with 
a population exceeding 100,000, and (3) areas 
where it appears to his Majesty that, owing to 
the influx of population or other circumstances 
attributable to the present war, there is a 
dearth of housing accommodation (see clause 1). 

The Bill is not very easy to construe, for 
to find out to what classes of property it is 
to apply reference has to be made to clause 3, 
sub-clause (2), which is somewhat obscure. It 
is as follows :—‘‘ This Act shall not apply to 
any house the rateable value whereof exceeds 
£40, but save as aforesaid shall apply to a 
house or a part of a house let as a separate 
dwelling (including any garden or other 
premises within the curtilage thereof), where 
either the amount of the standard rent or the 
rateable value of the house or part of the 
house does not exceed (1) in the case of a house 
situate in the Administrative County of London, 
£30; and (2) in the case of a house situate 
elsewhere, £21 ; and every such house or part 
of a house shall be deemed to be a dwelling- 
house to which this Act applies.” 

The effect of this clause appears to be that 
no house, whether let out as separate dwellings 
or not, the rateable value of which exceeds 
£40, shall be within the Act, but that it shall 
apply to houses or parts of houses where the 
tent or rateable value is of the amounts defined. 

“Standard rent’ means the rent on August 3, 
1914, or, where the house was not let on that 
date, the rent at which it was last let before 
that date, or first let after that date. ‘ Rate- 
able value’ means the rateable value on that 
date, or, if it was assessed after that date, the 
value at which it was first assessed. 

We can consider the remaining provisions of 
the Bill more generally. It provides that 
where the rent of a house or the interest on 
&@ mortgage has since the commencenient of 
the war been increased above the standard 
rent or the standard rate of interest (the latter 
expression meaning the rate of interest on 
August 3, 1914, or, in the case of a mortgage 
created since that date, the original rate of 
interest), any excess above those standards 
shall be irrecoverable, but this provision is not 
to apply to rent or interest accrued due before 
a date to be prescribed in any area by Order 
in Council, such date in no case to be earlier 
than November 25, 1915. 

Where the landlord has since the commence- 
ment of the war made, or shall during the 
Continuance of the Act make, an expenditure 
on the improvement or structural alteration 
of a dwelling-house an increase of rent not 
exceeding 6 per cent. per annum on the amount 
80 expended is not to be deemed an increase 


within the Act, but any shifting of burdens 
from the landlord to the tenant or the levying 
of any fine or premium is expressly prohibited 
in the Bill. 

In connection with the clauses which deal 
with the above restrictions and exceptions 
(clause 2, sub-clauses i., ii., iii., and (2), we may 
observe that on the Second Reading of the Bill 
the President of the Local Government Board 
recognised the hardship that would be imposed 
on landlords, who, in consequence of the 
assessment being raised, had to pay higher 
rates and yet could not recoup any portion 
from their tenants, and he said he would be 
willing to deal with any practical scheme to 
obviate this, if any such scheme could be devised 
which would not cause delay; but so far no 
way had been found. We venture to suggest 
that sub-clause iii. could be so altered as to 
attain this object. The clause is as follows :— 
‘* Any transfer to a tenant of any burden or 
liability previously borne by the landlord shall, 
for the purposes of this Act, be treated as an 
alteration of rent, and where, as the result of 
such a transfer, the terms on which a dwelling- 
house is held are, on the whole, less favourable 
to the tenant than the previous terms, the rent 
shall be deemed to be increased whether or not 
the sum periodically payable by way of rent 
is increased, and if any question arises as to 
the amount of such increase the question shall 
be determined by the County Court, whose 
decision shall be final.” We suggest that 
after the words ‘alteration of rent,’ in the 
early part of the clause, the following words 
could be inserted :—‘ Save only where during 
the continuance of this Act the rateable value 
of the property shall have been raised by assess- 
ment, it shall be lawful for the landlord to add 
to the rent a sum representing the difference in 
the amount paid as rates under the new assess- 
ment and under that in force at the commence- 
ment of this Act, so, however, that no tenant be 
compelled to pay a greater proportion of such 
increased sum than the rent paid by him bears 
to the whole rent levied in respect of the said 
premises, but save as aforesaid.’”’ Here con- 
tinue the words now in the sub-clause. 

As regards mortgages, we have already shown 
that under clause 2 (1) the rate of interest 
cannot be raised, but sub-clause (3) contains 
an even more drastic provision that, except 
when a mortgagee is in possession, the mortgage 
shall not be called in so long as the interest is 
paid and the covenants are observed. The 
Act is not to apply to equitable mortgages or 
charges by deposit of title deeds or otherwise. 
The Act is to continue in force during the war 
and for six months after its termination. 

Having very briefly considered the many 
provisions of the Bill, we can now consider 
their effect and whether a case of necessity 
has been made out. 

The working classes are not the chief sufferers 
by reason of the war; employment is most 
unusually plentiful, and unemployment is at a 
minimum ; in addition to this, wages have 
been rising ever since the war commenced, and 
the Prime Minister, in his recent address at the 
conference of organised labour, is reported to 
have stated that from the best information 
which could be supplied to him the increase 
in rates of wages affected 4,500,000 workpeople, 
giving them an average increase of 3s. 6d. a 
week. It must be remembered that this does 
not represent their increased earnings, as it 
does not include overtime. In the same 
speech the Prime Minister observed that there 
were some trades—and he particularly instanced 
the building trade—which had not participated 
in this rise, but which, on the contrary, had 
been prejudiced by the war. Against this 
rise in earnings it is often pointed out that the 
cost of living has also increased ; but Mr. Asquith 
also went into this question, and he showed 
that the increased cost of living during the 
War was, on an average, now 30 per cent., 
and he said that in some areas at least the rise 
in earnings exceeded the rise in the cost of 


living. However this may be, we may point 
out that as regards many of the owners of the 
class of property affected by this Bill the rise 
in the cost of living is as important to them as 
to the tenants who occupy the houses, and in 
many cases the landlords are reaping no 
advantages from the war, whilst this Bill will 
depreciate their property and prevent them 
and the building societies from realising their 
capital and securing better investments else- 
where, as, for instance, in the War Loans. At 
the same time, and especially in areas where 
there “‘ is a dearth of housing accommodation,” 
building will be handicapped, as it will be 
increasingly difficult to obtain an advance ot 
money on satisfactory terms. 

Of course, any landlord who takes advantage 
of the conditions prevailing in war-time to 
“feather his own nest” is strongly to be 
condemned and is disentitled to the least 
consideration; but is this class so numerous 
that universal legislation is called for, and 
that the security of loans on real property 
should be prejudiced ? Then, as the Bill only 
applies to “a house or a part of a house 
let as a separate dwelling,” will it attain the 
object it aims at ? 

In answer to the first question, we trust 
that the class of landlords who are inclined 
to exploit their tenants during the war is 
extremely limited, whilst in answer to the 
second question it must be remembered that 
a very large proportion of the workers: called 
to fresh areas will be men who are living as 
lodgers during the war, and, so far as we under- 
stand the Bill, there is nothing in that measure 
which will prevent them from being charged 
high rates by the tenants of the houses they 
lodge in, although these tenants are being 
protected by this legislation. 

For the above reasons we think that if 
legislation was necessary to prevent those 
called to crowded areas being overcharged in 
the matter of rent—and we do not wish to 
appear to deny that some such necessity may 
exist—instead of the wholesale interference 
with rents and mortgages provided for in this 
Bill in certain areas, it would have been prefer- 
able to deal with the matter over the country 
as a whole, and with every class of worker, 
lodger as well as tenant, by setting up “ fair 
rent” tribunals, with powers to deal with 
each case as it arose and to give relief where 
any extortion was proved. 

We venture to think that some such scheme 
as this would have given more effective relief 
in all cases of any hardship, whilst a general 
interference with the freedom of contract and 
with the advance of capital on hoyse property 
would have been avoided, a general interference 
which it must be remembered will often result 
in relief being given to those who do not need 
it at the expense of some who can ill afford it. 
In war-time it is the duty of every patriotic 
citizen to assist the Government and to bow 
readily to its decisions; therefore, although 
we have criticised this measure and have 
ventured to indicate what we consider would 
have been a preferable course, we desire, 
nevertheless, to adopt toward it something in 
the nature of a ‘ benevolent neutrality.” 

Since the above was written the Bill has 
been considered in Committee, and clause | has 
been withdrawn by the Government. It was 
explained by the President of the Local 
Government Board that the Bill, as amended, 
would apply generally throughout the country, 
but only to those cases where there -had been 
an increased rent and ,in consequence, of ,the 
increased rent there was interference with the 
accommodation of the working classes. This 
seems to be a move in the direction we 
have indicated as desirable, but until the draft 
of the new clause is available the exact effect 
of the amendment cannot be stated with cer- 
tainty. A Government amendment was also 
agreed to exempting an increase of rent merely 
recouping the landlord for rates paid by him 
which were chargeable on the occupier. 
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RETURN BY RAIL OF EMPTIES 
TO THE PAINT-PRODUCING 


CENTRES. 


THE great delay in the return of empties by 
rail is causing considerable expense and 
inconvenience to the paint, colour, and varnish 
manufacturers and their buyers. The National 
Federation of Associated Paint, Colour, and 
Varnish Manufacturers of the United Kingdom 
have been in communication with the Railway 
Executive Committee, and has suggested that 
the railway companies should consent to receive 
empties at all their stations in the ordinary 
way, say once'a week, or at least four times 
a month, and undertake to return them to the 
paint-producing centres as soon as possible 
thereafter, or not later than, say, three days 
after the time they receive them. On August 
28, 1915, the Railway Executive Committee 
replied that every effort was being made by 
the railway companies under the prevailing 
conditions to facilitate the working of the 
traffic. The National Federation of Associated 
Paint, Colour, and Varnish Manufacturers, in 
a communication to us, say :— 

“Little or no improvement having taken 
place, the Federation have again drawn the 
attention of the Railway Executive Committee 
to this important question, emphasising the 
fact that in some districts, particularly London 
and the South of England, it is nearly an 
impossibility to get back these returned 
empties, also pointing out that some of the 
station-masters were declining these empties, 
even on the terms mentioned above. The 
Railway Executive Committee has been asked 
to cause instructions to be issued by the 
railway companies to their station-masters to 
receive empties when presented, and to despatch 
them with the least possible delay to the paint- 
producing centres. It is obviously in the 
interests of buyers that they should co-operate 
in the movement for these returned empties, 
and we would appeal to them through this 
journal to make every endeavour to assist the 
railway companies in dealing with this traffic by 
making delivery of their empties at the stations 
and not wait for them to be collected. We 
would also advise that cases of refusal by station- 
masters to accept these empties should at once 
be brought to the attention of either the 
Secretary of the National Paint Federation, 
Exchange-buildings, Bowlalley-lane, Hull, or 
the Railway Executive Committee, 35, 
Parliament-street, Westminster, London, S.W. 

United effort of the railway companies, 
manufacturers, and buyers is necessary to 
bring about an improvement in the present 
unworkable conditions.” 


GENERAL BUILDING NEWS. 


Nos. 55-56, GREAT QUEEN-STREET, W.C. 
The old building known as Boswell’s House, 
55-56, Great Queen-street, W.C., having been 
pulled down, new premises’ are in course of 
erection on the site. These will form an exten- 
sion of the Freemasons’ Hall. The architects 
are Messrs. Brown & Barrow, Lennox House, 
Norfolk-street, Strand. The general con- 
tractors are Messrs. John Greenwood, Ltd., 
Archer-street, London Bridge, E.C., while 
the steelwork and Monlithcrete fire-resisting 
floors are by the Fawcett Construction Com- 

pany, Ltd., Victoria-street, Westminster. 


BUSINESS PREMISES, WILD-STREET, W.C. 


Messrs. Lambert & Butler’s premises in 
Drury-lane and Wild-street are being extended, 
the architect for the additions being Mr. 
Godfrey C. Lambert, Henrietta-street, W.C. 
The general contractors are Messrs. Sabey & 
Son, St. Peter’s-street, Islington, N., and the 
steelwork is by Messrs, Dorman, Long, & Co., 
Ltd., Middlesbrough. 


TRADE NEWS. 
Boyle’s latest patent “‘ air-pump ” ventilators 
have been applied to Lanark District Asylum, 
Hartwood. 


We hear that ten houses in an exceptionally 
exposed situation at Ebbw Vale were rough- 
coated with Pudloed cement over two years ago 
and are still perfectly watertight. 


THE BUILDER. 


PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these liste care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally happen that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, “‘ proposed” works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C, for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council; 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council : 
a “4 Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 

ouncil. 


AsHBOURNE.—The U.D.C. has approved_ the 
lans of a new motor garage to be built in Ki 
idward-street, submitted by Mr. Josep. 
Harrison. ; a 

Bentley.—L.G.B. inquiries are to be_held a 
Bentley into the Bentley-with-Arksey U.D.C.’s 
application for the Board’s sanction to a loan of 
a further sum of £2,030 for sewerage and sewage 
disposal ‘purposes, and the Council’s application 
for authority to prepare a housing and_town- 
planning scheme under the provisions of Part 2 
of the Housing and Town Planning Act (1909). 

Beverley.—The T.C. has resolved that the 
military authorities should be granted a site for 
an_aerodrome depét. : 

Bexhill.—Six plans, besides two for temporary 
buildings, have been submitted to the T.C. for 
consideration; three of them are for garages. 

Birkenhead.—We understand that Messrs. 
Spillers & Bakers, Lid., have secured a plot of 
land adjoining their present premises at Birken- 
head, for the purpose of making extensions to 
their existing warehouse and flour-mill accom- 
modation. 

letchley.—_The U.D.C. has passed plans for 

two houses at Far Bletchley, a garage in High- 

event, and a machine shop for the Co-operative 
y. 

Bournemouth.—The Buildings Committee of 
the B.C. has approved the following plans :— 
Two houses, Arnewood-road, Mr. E. G. Evans; 
motor-house, ‘‘ Chelstone,”” Lowther-road, Mr. 
C.D. Newton; additions, ‘‘ Woodlawn,” St. 
Winifred’s-road, Mr. E. Insley; conservatory to 
house, plots 85 and_ 86, ilfred-road, Mrs. 
Roland; additions to house, plot 32, Seaward- 
avenue, Miss Newnam; additions, Royal Victoria 
Hospital, Poole-road, the committee; house, plot 
31, Chessel-avenue, Mr. J. Steane; house, plot 60, 
Montague-road, Messrs. Burridge &  Bovill; 
house, plot 405, Methuen-road, Messrs. F. Hoare 

Son; two houses, Frederica and Withermore- 
roads, Mr. Hiscock ; house, plot 43, Hill Brow- 
road, Mr, W. H. Elcock; additions, 158, Old 
Christchurch-road, Messrs. Curtis & Son; house, 
410, Lowther-road, Mrs. K. Holly; additions to 

remises, 11, Sea-road, the trustees of the late 

r. Beckett. 

Buxton.—Plan passed by the U.D.C. :—Mr. J. 
Brindley, proposed villa, Green-lane. 

Carlisle.—The City Council has decided to pro- 
ceed with the housing scheme as far as sible 
by making amendments required by, the PGB. 

Dewsbury.—The D.C. has approved plans for a 
rescue station and washhouse for Howden Clough 
Collieries, Ltd. 

Driffield.—The U.D.C. has passed a plan for a 
temporary isolation hospital to be erected on the 
site of the previously proposed hospital by the 
East Riding C.C.__The temporary building is to 
be of wood, standing on a concrete foundation, 
and covered with asbestos slates. 

Dunfermline.—The Hill of Beath Tavern 
Society, Ltd., propose extending the Bowling 
Club Pavilion at Hill of Beath. 

Exeter.—The City, Council has decided to take 
action for the provision of a small-pox hospital] 
for the needs of the city and the Exeter Port 
Sanitary Authority, and thave authorised the 
purchase of a site at a cost not exceeding £500. 
A scheme and estimate is to be submitted to 
the Council for the provision of a temporary 
structure for the administrative staff and the 
reception of emergency cases, and so designed 
as to admit of extension. 

Grimsby.—The L.G.B. have notified | the 
R.D.C. that they can accede to that authority’s 
application to prepare a town-planning scheme 
for Immingham, upon condition that the Council 
will give facilities for, and will co-operate with, 
the Corporation of Grimsby in providing direct 
sand adequate road communication between the 
docks and the borough of Grimsby. 

_ Horbury.—The D.C. has approved the follow- 
ing plans :—Shed at rear of work in Westfield- 
road, for Messrs. W. Sykes, .; Treerection of 
© aunt off Highfield-road, for Mr. A. W. Nettle- 


n. 

Huddersfield.—At a recent meeting of the B.C. 
the question of obtaining Government assistance 
Mayor’s housing 
referred to a sub-committee. The Borough 
Engineer submitted plans for the laying out of 
land in Wakefield and Penistone-road, Waterloo, 
containing 113 acres, for the erection of dwelling- 


ouses, 
_ Kilmarnock.—Mr. Alexander Walker has 
informed the T.C. that he would be glad to give 








* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, etc., 
on page 466, 
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£200 for the purpose of inaugurating a housing 
and town-planning scheme for the burgh of 
Kilmarnock. 

_Kingstown.—The U.C. has agreed to build 
ninety-two three-roomed houses and eight four. 
rcomed houses, and that application be made to 
the L.G.B. for sanction of a loan of £23,500, 

London.—Plans have been before St. Pancras 
B.C. for a new hotel to be called the Terminus 
Hotel, on a large site, with projections and 
canopies to abut upon Euston-road, Chesterfield. 
street, and Argyle-street. Difficulties attending 
the construction of the headquarters of the 
Theosophical Society in Bloomsbury have been 
overcome. Now___building- operations have 
recommenced, and St. Paneras B.C., with whom 
Mrs. Besant entered into an agreement regarding 
the closing of certain thoroughfares, has been 
informed that the financial difficulty has been 
removed, as a wealthy person has come forward 
and agreed to complete the building. 

Mossley.—The T.C. has approved the plans for 
the, erection of Union Mills, for Messrs. Bottom- 
ey s. 

Newport (Mon.).—The Council has decided to 
apply to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £1,025 
for the construction of a new road near the site 
of the works which was to have been constructed 
by the British Mannesmann Tube Company. A 
new company, the United Tube Corporation, 
proposes at once to lay out £50,000 upon the 
construction and equipment of the works. 

Poole.—The T.C. has received notice from the 
Dorset_C.C. of their intention to widen Creek- 
moor Bridge. 

Portugal (Angola).—The Diario do Governo 
(Lisbon) of November 25 publishes a decree 
relative to the projected erection in the Province 
of Angola of two factories for the distillation of 
oduced in loca] sugar factories, One 
of these new factories will be situated in the 
district of Loanda and the other in the district 
of Benguela. . 

Prudhoe.—The Council has approved a plan 
for a motor-house, for Messrs. Appleby & Co. 

Redruth.—The U.D.C. has passed a plan for 
alterations to the Redruth Bacon Factory. 

Richmond (Yorks).—The Marquess of Zetland 
has offered to give the T.C. a site on the south 
side of the Friary Grounds whereon to build a 
publie lavatory, the estimated cost of which is 
£400 to £425. ; 

Rugeley_and Cannock.—At a meeting of the 
B.G. the House Committee reported that it was 
necessary to proceed with the alterations of the 
children’s block for the reception of adult cases 
from Stoke-upon-Trent Union, and it was decided 
to ask the architect to instruct Messrs. Hann, 
of Wolverhampton, to proceed with the work. 

Ruislip (Northwood).—Plans passed, by the 

.D.C. :—House in Ickenham-road, Ruislip, for 
Mr. A. Bush, submitted by Messrs. A. & J. 
ares le temporary hospital, Green-lane, North- 
wood, 

St. Annes.—The U.C. has approved plans for 
eight houses in St. David’s-road North, and for 
a gymnasium and concert hall, a welcome hut, 
and an empire hut at the Lancashire Military 
Hospital, Squire’s-gate. 

Shanklin.—The Council has approved plans of 
a motor-house at Blenheim, for Mr. Bryan 
Welch. é 

Spain.—The Gaceta of December 1 contains 4 
notice to the effect that tenders will be received, 
within a period of thirty days from that date, 
by the Municipality of Miranda de Ebro, Pro- 
vince of rgos, for the construction of & 
grain and provisions market in that town. The 
estimated cost of the undertaking is: 107,482 
pesetas (about £4,300). The Gaceta of Decem- 
ber 2 notifies that tenders will be opened at the 
“Direccién General de Obras Puiblicas, Minis- 
terio de Fomento,”’ Madrid, on December 31, for 
the construction of an embankment on the sea 
front in the port of Corunna, at an estima 
cost of 1,498,335 pesetas (about £59,900). A 
period of five years will be allowed for carryimg 
out the works. ; 

Stafford.—_Improvement in Martin-street, oppo- 
site the Congregational Church, by the settmg 
back of the forecourt to the pillars, and com 
structing two stone steps with iron fencing and 
three sliding gates along the entire frontage, at 
an estimated cost of £72. 

Stourbridge.—The Guardians have consented 
to the erection of a receiving home for children 
at Norton Cottage Homes, at an expenditure 


,600. : 
Swanage.—The following plans have been 
recommended to the U.D.C. for approval :— 
Proposed kinema in Station-road deposited by 
Mr. Pond for Mr. Sidnell; proposed garage at 
the back of Princess-road, deposited by Mr. 
Arscott; and cowsheds at Bell-street, Herston, 
deposited for Mr. Curtis. — 
Tynemouth.—The D.C. has approv pian 
of proposed additions to Tynemouth Jubilee 
Infirmary, by Mr. J. W. Meadows, for the Tyne- 
mouth Infirmary Committee. _ C 
Withnell.—At a recent meeting of the U.C. 
plans submitted by the Lancashire Explosives 
Company of drying shed, grinding rooms, hm 
shop, and packing room were accepted as Sauls 


actory. . — 
Wolverhampton.—The Star Engineering 

pany, Sjgestn, cena Sanpen & Oe... the Y 

mpany, Messrs. " , 

Co., ‘and Messrs, W. G. Birkinshaw & Co. are 

°*Woreley ‘(Lance)—The Earl of Ellesmere ie 

having another generating station provi 

the Bridgewater Collieries, Worsley. 
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FACTORY & SHEWROOMS: 


47, NEW CAVENDISH St. W. 


4} WORKERS IN 
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SHUTTERS 


BRASS, COPPER, & GUNMETAL 


SHOP-FRONTS 


SPRING ROLLER SHOP 
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PLATE-GLASS FACIAS, Etc. 


w. FRANCIS & CO., unmen, 


64-70, Gray's Inn Road, LONDON, W.C. 
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It increases the strength of Portland Cement. 
Tested by Faija and Kirkaldy. See booklet, free. 


BRITISH!—It always has been British. 
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THE BUILDER. 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


Tue following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 
Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 


for errors that may occur :— 
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The masons’ rate given is for bankers ; fixers usually $d. per hour extra. 
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WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


Barnsley.—At the recent quarterly meeting 
of the Northern Centre Board of Conciliation 
for the building trades an appeal was heard 
from the labourers of the Barnsley district 
Mr. W. Haigh, in presenting the application, 
stated that their demand for an advance jn 
wages was brought about in consequence of the 
present high cost of living. He also stated that 
advances or war bonuses had been conceded to 
other trades in the district, and they had great 
difficulty in getting their members to remain at 
the building trade under the present conditions 
Mr. G. H. Mellor, on behalf of the employers, 
stated that, whilst they fully sympathised With 
the labourers in this matter, the prospects of 
trade in the district did not warrant any 
concession being made. The district was jn 
no way benefiting out of the present crisis, and 
when compared with other towns of similar size 
it was their opinion that the labourers of 
Barnsley, who were receiving 7d. per hour 
stood very favourably with any other district, 
It was recommended :—‘ That a war bonus of 
3d. per hour be conceded to the builders’ 
labourers of Barnsley district, the same to 
operate as and from Monday, November 29.” 
After discussion the recommendation was 
agreed to. 

Bradford.—An appeal from the labourers of 
this district was heard at the recent quarterly 
meeting of the Northern Centre Board of 
Conciliation for the building trades. On behalf 
of the labourers’ society it was stated that they 
had provisionally received an advance of 44d. 
per hour from the employer's association 
subject to confirmation by this Board. The 
employers had endeavoured to make the 
advance conditional upon the operatives 
working full time, and the Board was now 
called upon to decide whether such a condition 
was justified. On behalf of the employers it 
was stated that originally the labourers’ 
application was for 3s. per week war bonus on 
terms and conditions similar to those conceded 
to corporation employees. These conditions 
were that the men should put in full time. 
Their difficulty was that labourers were 
continually losing time, and it was with a view 
to improving this condition that the employers 
were agreeable to give special consideration to 
the Society’s application. After the witnesses 
had retired, the Board considered the evidence. 
It was moved :—‘ That the war bonus of }d. 
per hour conceded provisionally by the Bradford 
employers be confirmed, and that the same 
continue until March 31, 1916, after which 
date the matter to be reconsidered having 
regard more particularly to the question of 
labourers losing time.” After discussion the 
motion was agreed to. 

Wigan.— At the recent quarterly meeting of 
the Northern Centre Board of Conciliation for 
the Building Trade an appeal was considered 
affecting joiners in this district. A letter was 
read from the Wigan Employers’ Association 
stating that, as the matter in dispute was @ 
question between the two societies of operative 
joiners and did not affect them, they wished to 
be excused from atttending the meeting. A 
communication was also read from the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, 
intimating that by instructions of their National 
Executive they were prevented from sending 
witnesses to the meeting. The matter Mm 
dispute was that the Amalgamated Society © 
Carpenters and Joiners had admitted into their 
Society a man whom the General Union of 
Carpenters and Joiners claimed to be a cabinet- 
maker; that he was being employed by @ 
member of the Builders’ gssociation a5 ® 
joiner, and that his action was being upheld 
by the Amalgamated Society. The General 
Union claimed that this matter was one which 
came within the purview of the rules of the 
Conciliation Board, and pressed for the case, to 
be heard. After some considerable discussion 
it was pointed out that difficulties were likely 
to arise if the Board proceeded to hear the case 
on ex-party evidence, and the following — 
was put to the meeting :—“ That in the a ; 
of the parties concerned this Board should no 
entertain the idea of dealing with the matter, 
and that the societies be advised to endeavour 
to come to an amicable arrangement — 
their two National Executives.” After @* 
cussion the motion was agreed to. 
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OBITUARY. 


Mr. C. F. Dowsett. 

The death has just occurred of Mr. Charles 
Finch Dowsett, for upwards of fifty years of 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields, London, and formerly a con- 
stant contributor to the Press. Mr. Dowsett was 
born on July 8, 1837, and consequently was in his 
seventy-ninth year. He had travelled much in 
his time; his first voyage being in 1855, when 
he went to Australia as a midshipman; but, 
having a venturesome disposition, he left his 
ship and went far into the Bush, and afterwards 
went to Bald-hill, Friers Creek, and then the 
Bendigo goldfields. Upon his return to 
England he learned the business of an estate 
agent, and afterwards commenced practice, 
and was later elected a Fellow of the Surveyors’ 
Institution. In 1865 he went to Russia for 
a client and lectured on Russian history after 
his return. His ‘descriptive particulars of 
many landed estates which he was instructed 
to sell have been preserved in many of the 
libraries of county-families, and also the British 
Museum. For many years he published the 
Land Roll, which circulated in many parts of 
the world. He was for twenty years a member 
of the Society of Authors, and.wrote several 
books and pamphlets. Mr. Dowsett retired 
from business in 1903 to his estate of 300 acres 
in Hampshire, which contained a camp formed 
by the Neolithic people some 3,700 years ago. 


Mr. D. Morgan. 


Mr. David Morgan, builder and contractor, 
Ton Pentre, died a few days ago at his residence, 
36, Queen-street, at the age of seventy-two 
years. A number of public institutions and 
chapels were erected in the district under Mr. 
Morgan’s supervision, including the Ton Pentre 
police-station. 


—_ <> 
LAW REPORTS. 


Kine’s BzncH Division: DivIsioNaAL Court. 
(On Tuesday and Wednesday, December 14 
and 15.) 

(Before Mr, Justice CoLeRIDGE and Mr. Justice 
Low.) 

Elliott v. Biggs. 

THIS was an appeal by the plaintiff, Mr. 
G. E. Elliott, of Chalk Pit, Maidenhead, from 
a decision of his Honour Judge Woodfall, at 
Westminster County Court, in an action he 
brought against the executrix of the Jate Mr. 
T. Woodbridge Biggs, architect, for alleged 

professiona] negligence, 

_Mr. G. A. Scott and Mr. B. B. Stenham 
{instructed by Messrs, Rutland & Craufurd) 
were for the appellant; Dr, Herbert Smith 
{instructed by Mr. Alfred Howard) represent- 
ing the respondent. 

Towards the end of 1912 the late Mr. Biggs 
acted as architect in connection with the erec- 
tion of a greenhouse at Chalk Pit, and a well- 
known firm did the work for £145. At the 
time there was no complaint, but subsequently 
an action was brought by Mr. Biggs for his 
fees as architect on another contract. Mr. 
Elliott later on complained of alleged im- 
proper supervision by the late Mr. Biggs, and 
said he had been put to extra expense. 

When Mr. Elliott formulated a claim in the 
“unty Court, Dr. Herbert Smith successfully 
took the point that the plaintiff was out of 
Court on his own particulars, which stated 
that the architect had negligently and im- 
properly issued his certificate, and the Court 
of Appeal had held that, wherever an archi- 
tect issued a certificate, he was acting in a 
judicial or quasi-judicia] character, and no 
action could lie against him for negligence 
unless there was a charge of fraud. No allega- 
tion of fraud was made in this case, and the 
County Court Judge non-suited the plaintiff, 
judgment being entered for the defendant, 
with costs. 
mn: Stenham said the case raised two points, 

© action was brought by an employer of an 
architect against the personal representative 
of the architect, who had since died. The 
particulars of the claim were delivereq on 
une 29, and in respect of the alleged negli- 
gence, Mr. Elliott claimed £40 as damages he 
said he had suffered. The whole case turned 
on the particulars, and the plaintiff was non- 
= on the ground that the negligence 
in eged in the first particulars was negligence 

respect of which he could not recover. 
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Dr. Herbert Smith : I took the objection that 
no cause of action was shown at all. No action 
can lie against an architect on a certificate 
unless you can allege fraud. Mr. Scott told 
the County Court Judge that he had furnished 
‘‘further and better” particulars, and his 
Honour refused, as he said, to expand the 
cause of action, 

Mr, Justice Low said the first particulars 
disclosed no cause of action, ang the plaintiff 
could not, by further particulars, formulate a 
fresh cause of action. 

Mr. Stemham: [I submit we can enlarge 
our cause of action. 

Mr. Justice Low: You cannot indeed. 

Mr. Stenham contended that, umder the 
County Court rules, the County Court Judge 
had discretion to deal with the matter, and 
should not have non-suited the plaintiff. 

Mr. Justice Low: If you make a charge 
against a mam and are then asked to give 
further and better particulars, you cannot, by 
giving those further particulars, formulate a 
fresh cause of action; a man would never 
know what he might have to meet. 

Mr. Stenham: The first particulars were a 
general allegation of negligence. 

Mr. Justice Low: But do you say that, when 
you are requested to give particulars on a 
certain point, you are entitled to give 
particulars about anything? 

Mr. Stenham: Yes; provided we come under 
the general allegation, 

Having heard arguments by Dr. Herbert 
Smith, their Lordships delivered judgment. 

Mr. Justice Coleridge said the action was 
brought and particulars of negligence were 
given alleging negligence jn the issue of the 
certificate. It was obvious that these did not 
disclose a cause of action, and further and 
better particulars were ordered. In pursuance 
of that order, further particulars were 
delivered, and these particulars were open to 
the construction that they did allege a cause 
of action; but the County Court Judge’s atten- 
tion was not clearly drawn to that point. It 
was within the Judge’s discretion to allow or 
disallow amended particulars, and| he dis- 
allowed them on the ground that they were 
too much of an amplification of the first 
particulars. His Lordship thought that was 
not a good ground for rejecting them, and it 
seemed to him that the best course to adopt 
was to send the case back to the County Court 
Judge for him to consider whether or not the 
further particulars did or did not disclose a 
cause of action, and if they did, then whether 
or not jt was competent for him to try that 
cause of action and determine it, 

Mr. Justice Low conourred, and the case 
was accordingly sent back to the County Court 
Judge. 


Delivery Alongside the Wharf. 


In the Bow County Court, on Friday, 
December 3, an action, which his Honour 
Judge Smyly, K.C., said was obviously of 
great importance to builders, was heard. The 
plaintiffs were Messrs. Smeed, Dean, & Co., 
Ltd., of Sittingbourne, brick, cement, and 
flint dealers, and they sued Mr. T. W. Moss, 
of Hornchurch and Romford, a master builder, 
to recover £6 10s. for demurrage on two 
barges. The plaintiffs were represented by 
someone from their office, and Mr. Fred 
Mullis appeared for the defendant. The 
plaintiffs’ case was that in November they 
received an order for a bargeload of flints to 
be delivered alongside the G.E. Railway Com- 
pany’s wharf at Canning Town, at 4s. ld. a 
cubic yard. On November 23 they advised the 
defendant that the bange had sailed, and it 
duly arrived in the creek on the 26th. The 
railway company would give them no facilities 
to get alongside the wharf for four days, and 
it was for that delay—which was nothing to 
do with them—that they claimed demurrage. 

Judge Smyly asked if there was any special 
agreement, and the plaintiffs’ witness said 
nothing beyond the ordinary bill of lading, 
which all barges sailed with, in which it was 
clearly stated that demurrage would be charged 
at £1 a day. It was the regular form of bill 
of lading, and no captain could sail without 
it. He was asked to produce it, but said the 
defendant must have it or else the railway 
company. The defendant said he had not 
got it. 

Judge Smyly said it was a pity, as it would 
go a long way toward guiding them as to the 
actual terms of the agreement or contract. 

Witness said that, so far as they were con- 
cerned, the consignees were the defendant, 
who would have the bill of lading on the 
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arrival of the goods, but doubtless it would be 
handed over to the railway company, who 
were to take the flints to rlarold Wood. 

In cross-examination, witness agreed that 
their agreement was for the barge to be along- 
side, but they could not help that it was 
delayed: that had to do with the consignees— 
who had to arrange for the wharf—and the 
railway company, 

Judge Smyly: But how does it arise that 
the codsignees have to find the wharf when 
you have contracted to put the goods along- 
side the wharf? 

Witness: By the usual practices of the 
lightering trade; it may not have been along- 
side the wharf on the 26th, but that was the 
fault of the consignees, as it is the universal 
custom for them to arrange for the wharf. 

Judge Smyly: I shou!d think this. point is 
of the greatest importance to builders. How 
do you make out that a builder is to know 
the tides of the river so that he can arrange 
about wharfage? Every man to his own trade, 
and I cannot see how a builder can be expected 
to know it. 

Mr. Mullis: If your bargain was to deliver 
in the creek, then we should be responsible; 
but how can you make us responsible when you 
agree to put alongside the. wharf and do not? 

Witness: Because we were not allowed to 
do it; we were quite ready and willing to 
perform the contract. 

Judge Smyly: If you could not perform 
your contract, you should not have undertaken 
it: I do not see how you can make a firm of 
builders liable for your own default. This 
sort of position must be continually arising, as 
builders want material at all times and at 


all places. 

The witness said that, according to the 
custom of lightering, the consignees were 
responsible for finding the wharf room: but 
Judge Smyly said it might be so, but if that 
were ¢rue he could not sce why the plaintiffs 
had contracted to get the barge alongside 
themselves. 

The witness said that was a mere matter 
of form, as it was recognised that the wharf 
room was found by the consignee. Their duties 
ended when they advised the sailing of the 
barge, which they did on November 23. There 
was another bargeload which they were claim- 
ing for, which they never got alongside the 
wharf and they had to bring away. 

Judge Smyly: I cannot help thinking that 
the plaintiffs made the offer in this case, and 
it was accepted accordingly. 

Mr. Mullis: I should Jike to point out that 
all they got alongside the wharf and unloaded 
has been paid for: we are only disputing as 
to demurrage, and, as your Honour says, a 
builder knows nothing of the rules of the 
river, and is not called upon to do so either. 

Judge Smyly: I must admit I cannot see 
why the defendant should have to pay; he 
hadn’t to navigate the barge. I do not see 
how he could have known that the barge was 
coming; he has no knowledge of the effect of 
the wind and tides—I should think not, 
anvway. 

The witness said his Honour could not 
apparently appreciate that it was a rule and 
well-laid-down custom that the consi 
arranged for the wharfing. It was his busi- 
ness, as he knew where he wanted it. for his 
own convenience, and arranged accordingly, 
thev simply letting him know that the barge 
had arrived. The consignees in this case did 
not arrange with the railway company. caus- 
ing the delay and the demurrage. All the way 
through they had been willing to carry out 
their contract. 

Judge Smyly: But were prevented by the 
railway company. 

Witness: Which has nothing to do with us, 
as they should have done the arranging. 

Judge Smyly said he was by no means con- 
vinced; in fact, he thought he would wang a 
lot of convincing. He agreed that the plain- 
tiffs had no doubt faith in their contention, 
and the only thing he could do was to adjourn 
the case to enable them to call evidence as to 
the custom of lightering and bills of lading, 
and more especially the alleged custom of the 
consignee arranging for the wharf room for 
the barge. It might be governed bv the rule 
of the trade, but up to the moment he had no 
evidence as to it. He could not see that a 
hard-and-fast bargain that had been made had 
been completed. He did not see how the oon- 
signee could have anything ta do with it, as 

he did not know when it would arrive. 

The witness said he would be glad of an 
adjournment, as he was sure he could produce 
the evidence reauired, and the hearing was 
adjourned accordingly. 
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List of Competitions, Contracts, etc. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. 
advertised in this number: Competitions, — ; 


Contracts, — ; 


Public Appointments, — ; 


Those with an asterisk (*) are 
Auction Sales, xvi. Certain 


conditions beyond those given in the following information are imposed in some cases, such as: the advertisers do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed; that no allowance will be made 
for tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona4ide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or the names of those willing 


to submit tenders, may be sent in. 


*,* It must be understood that the following paragraphs are printed as news, and not as advertisements; and that while every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Contracts, 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


The date given at the commencement of each 
paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or 
the numes of those willing to submit tenders, 
may be sent in. 


DecemBer 24.—Bishop Auckland.—ENGINE 
Hovse.—For erection of a new engine house at 
West Mill for the U.D.C. Plans, etc., of the 
Waterworks Manager. 

DecemMBer 28.—Coolderry (King’s Co.).—REs1- 
DENCE.—F'or the erection of a curate’s residence 
at Coolderry, for the Rev. Father Kennedy, 
C.C., Sharavogue. Joseph Day, Roscrea, 
architect. 

DeceMBER 29.—Dublin.—Repairs, Paintin, 
ETC.—Repairs and exterior and interior painting, 
etc., in connection with the ‘uberculosis Sana- 
torium, Crooksiling, Brittas, Co. Dublin, for the 
Tuberculosis Committee. Specification and con- 
ditions of contract by the City Architect. Speci- 
fication, ete., and form of tender of the City 
Treasurer, Municipal Buildings, Cork-hill, 
Dublin. Deposit, £1. 

DeceMBER 29.—Tredegar.—RepalRING, ETC.— 
For the repairing and renovating, etc., of the 
Greyhound Hotel and vaults, ete., Tredegar, for 
Messrs. Buchan & Co. Specifications at the 
Greyhound Hotel, Tredegar, or of Mr. Thomas 
Roderick. architect, Ashbrook House, Aberdare. 

DeceMBeR 30.—Dartford.—Hovses.—For the 
erection complete of thirty houses in Dartford 
for the U.D.C. Plans and specification upon 
personal application to the Surveyor at the 
Council Offices, Dartford. 

DecemBER 30.—Ross and Cromarty.—F Loop 
Arcu.—For the construction of a mew flood arch 
and protective. works at Scotsburn Bridge, on 
the BKalnagown River, about three and a_half 
miles from Delny and Kildary stations, High- 
land Railway, for the C.C, of Ross and Cromarty. 
Plans, ete., of Messrs. George. Gordon & Co., 
civil engineers, Inverness. 

DecemBerR 31.—Malton.—Sare Rinc, CartrLe 
SHEDS, ETC.—For the erection of new sale ring, 
cattle sheds, and eitable for forty Lorses at the 
Seamer Auction Mart, including ironwork for 
thirty cattle pens and sale ring, for Messrs. 
Boulton & Cooper. Plans, etc., of Mr. C. H. 
Channon, F.R.1.B.A., architect, Market-street, 
Melton. 

JaNuaRY 3, 1916.—Aberdare.—ConveRTING.— 
For converting the ‘‘ Welsh Harp,’’ Commercial- 
street, Aberdare, into shop premises. billiard 
hall, ete. Plans, etc., of Mr. Thomas erick, 
architect, Ashbrook House, Aberdare. 

January 3.—Newton-in-Makerfield—BoI.er- 
HOUSE, ETC.—-For the erection of a new boiler- 
house, and alterations, additions, and repairs to 
other buildings, for the U.D.C. Plans, etc., of 
the Council’s Gas Engineer, Mr. R. T. Surtees, 
M.I.Mech.E., the Gas Works, Newton-le-Willows. 
Deposit, £1 1s. 

JANUARY 38.— Newton-in-Makerfield.—ReiIn- 
FORCED CONCRETE WELL.—For the construction of 
a reinforced concrete tar and liquor well for 
the U.D.C. Plans, etc., of the Council’s Gas 
Engineer, Mr. R. T. Surtees, M.I.Mech.E., the 
Gas Works, Newton-le Willows. Deposit, £1 1s. 

JANUARY 4.—Prestwich.—Brick CULVERT.— 
For the construction of a brick culvert, 2 ft. 
internal diameter, at Orange Hill Tip, for the 

-D.C. Specification, ete., of the Surveyor, 
Chester Bamk. Deposit, £1 1s 

JANUARY 17.—Barking.—STeeL-FRAMED BUILD- 
InGcs.—Erection of a steel-framed _ building 
covered with corrugated iron, together with 
brick-lined engine well and appurtenant works, 
for the U.D.C lans. etc., of Mr. R. A. Lay, 
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., Acting Surveyor to the Coun- 
cil. Public Offices, Barking. 

January 10.— Dublin.— Corrace.—For _ the 
érection of a gatekeeper’s cottage at Greenfields 
Crossing, between Newry and Goraghwood, for 
the Great Northern Railway Company (Ireland). 
Drawing and epee Rention may be inspected at 
the Engineer’s Offices at Dublin and Belfast, and 
forms of tender of Mr. T. Morrison, Secretary, 
Secretary’s Office, Amiens-street Terminus, 
Dublin. Deposit, £1 1s. 





JANUARY 13.—Dublin.—Dwe.iinGs, etc.—For 
the erection of dwellings and the execution of 
other works on the Ormond Market Area, for 
the Corporation. Plans, specifications, etc., of 
the City Architect, Municipal Buildings, Cork- 
hill, Dublin. Forms of tender, etc., of the. City 
Treasurer, Municipal Buildings, Cork-hill, 
Dublin. Deposit, £2. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 

DecemMBER 24. — Aberdeen. — Iron, STEEL, 
TIMBER, ETC.—Supply to the Cororporation of :— 
Schedule I., iron, steel, bolts and nuts, wood 
screws, etc.; Schedule I1., timber, from 
January 1 to December 31, 1916. Forms of 
tender. etc., of Mr. R. Stuart Pilcher, General 
Manager, Corporation ‘tramways Office, Muni- 
cipal Buildings, Aberdeen. 

DECEMBER 24,—Hartlepool.—OILs, PAINTS, ETC. 
--Supply to the Guardians of the Hartlepool 
Union for three months of oils, paints, varnishes, 
brushes, etc. Forms of tender, etc., of 
Jefiries, Clerk, Guardians’ Offices, Hart-road, 
West Hartlepool. 

DecemBeER 29. — Ormskirk. — BvILDERsS’ 
MATERIALS.—Siupply to the Guardians of builders’ 
materials. Forms of tenders of Mr. Alfred 
Dickinson, Clerk to the Guardians, Ormskirk. 

DecemsBerR 31, — Sunderland. — BvILDERS’ 
MateriaLts.—Supply to the R.D.C. for one year, 
from January 1 next, of builders’ materials. 
Particulars of the Surveyor. 

JaNuaRY 6. 1916.— Hampstead.— BuILpers’ 
MarteriaLs.—Supply to the B.C.. of builders’ 
materials for one or three years, from April 1 
next. Forms of tenders of Mr. Arthur 
on Town Clerk, Town Hall, Haverstock 


ENGINEERING, IRON, AND STEEL. 

JANUARY 3, 1916.—Newton-in-Makerfield.— 
Bolters, etc.—(1) Supply and setting two new 
Lancashire boilers, 28 ft. by 8 ft., to work 
at 185 lb. pressure, together with feed 
pumps, feed water beater, steam pipes; ctc.; 
(2) one new steam-driven gas exhauster, 
with valves and connections, and taking 
down, _removal from present. works, and 
re-erection at the new works of another ex- 
hauster; (3) the supply and erection of a D.C, 
electrical set of 25 h.p.; (4) the delivery of about 
1,200 yds. of 14-in. diameter cast-iron gas mains 
and specials, for the U.D.C. Plans, etc., of the 
Council’s Gas Engineer, Mr. . T. Surtees, 
M.I.Mech.E., the Gas Works, Newton-le-Willows. 
Depot. £1 1s, for eack contract. 

ANUARY 10.—London.—SrTeeL CONSTRUCTIONAL 
Work.—Steel constructional work for the St. 
Pamcras B.C. Drawings may be inspected at 
57, Pratt-street, Camden Town, N.W. Specifica- 
tions, £1. Mr. C. H. F. Barrett, Towm Clerk, 
Town Hall, Pancras-road, N.W. 

JaNuARY 12.—Darlington.—CoaL BUNKERS, 
ETC.—For the supply and erection of coal 
bunkers, elevators, etc., at their electricity 
works, for the Corporation. Specification, etc., 
of the Borough Electrical Engineer, Electricity 


oo Haughton-road, Darlington. Deposit, 
8. 
JANUARY 14, — Southampton. — CastT-IRON 


Work, Etc.—Supply to the Corporation of (1) 
about 3 tons of cast-iron cylinder, ete., (2) about 
5 tons of steel cylinders, 2! tons of steel rising 
main, and 1 ton of wrought-iron yom and 
hanging rods. Particulars of the Waterworks 
pmatueee, 33 and 35, Firench-street, Southamp- 
on, 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


DeceMBER 25, — Kesteven. — TARVIA, ETC. -- 
Supply to the C.C. of tarvia and for surface- 
dressing with tarvia on the main roads for the 
year ending March 31, 1917. Specification, etc., 
of Mr. W Purser, A.M.Inst.C.E., County 
Surveyor’s Office, Grantham. 

DEceMBER 27. — Hatfield. — GRANITE, ETC. — 
Supply to the Hertfordshire C.C. cf broken 
granite, slag, and tar macadam required for the 
main roads during the year ending March 31, 
1917. Forms of tender, ‘etc., of Mr. J. S. 


Killick, County Surveyor, County Surveyor’s 
Ofiice, Hatfield. 


[Those with an asterisk (*) are advertised in this issue. 


DegemBerR 29.—Surbiton.—Tar.—Supply to the 

D.C, of refined or distilled tar, required for use 
on roads for the period from April 1 to Septem- 
ber 30, 1916. Specifications, etc., of the Sur- 
veyor to the Council, Council Offices, Ewell. 
road, Surbiton. 

JANUARY 3, 1916.—Newton-in-Makerfield,— 
ExcavaTING TRENCHES, ETC.—For excavating 
trenches, carting pipes, laying, jointing, and 
testing mains fpr D.C. Particulars of the 
Council’s Gas Engineer, Mr. R. T. Surtees, 
M.I.Mech.E., the Gas Works, Newton-le-Willows, 
Deposit, £1 Is. i 

JANUARY 5.—Portland.—OVERHAULING, EtTc,— 
For the overhauling, renewals, and repairs to 
one set of threethrow deen-well pumps, the 
provision and fixing of a new set of engine gear- 
ing, and other works of repair to machinery at 
their Waterworks Pumping Station, Upwey, for 
the Portland U.D.C. Specification. etc., of Mr. 
Arthur §S. Lilley. A.M.Inst.C.E.I., Engineer and 
Surveyor, Council Offices, New-road. Portland. 

JANUARY 8.—Thurso.—Concrete Works.—For 
the construction of the concrete works required 
for the strengthening of the west pier or break- 
water at Scrabster Harbour. for the Tusters. 
Plan, etc. of Mr. James Younz, Clerk of the 
Trust, Traill-street, Thurso. 


Fluction Sale. 


* January 4, 1916.—Nottingham.—Messrs. T. 
Neale & Son will sell by auction. on the 
premises, the plant and machinery of a con- 
tractor, builder, and stonemeson. 


—_—_—_o--2—__—_— 
NEW COMPANY. 


THE undermentioned particulars of a new 
company recently registered are taken from 
the Daily Register compiled by Messrs. Jordan 
& Sons, Ltd., Company Registration Agents, 
Chancery-lane, W.C. :— 

Cottey & Jongs, Lrp. (142,343), 17, Water- 
street, Liverpool. Registered December 8. 
To acquire, take over, and carry on the business 
of contractors, builders, estate brokers and 
engineers, now carried on by Messrs. Colley & 
Jones at above address, to lay out land for 
building purposes, and to act as estate agents, 
ete. Nominal capital, £700 in 700 £1 shares. 





—_ 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


NOTE.—All communications with respect to literary 
and artistic matters should be addressed to “ THE 
EDITOR” (and not to any person by name); those 
relating to advertisements and other exclusively business 
matters should be addressed to THE BUILDER LTD., 
and not to the Editor. } 

All communications must be authenticated by the 
name and address of the sender, whether for publication 
or not.’ No notice can be taken of anonymous 
communications. - 4 

The responsibility of signed articles, letters, an 
papers read at meetings rests, of course, with the authors. 

We cannot undertake to return rejected communica- 
tions ; and the Editor cannot be responsible for crowing, 
photographs, manuscripts, or other documents, po and 
models or samples sent to or left at this office, unless 
he has specially asked for them. idera- 

All drawings sent to or left at this office for conside 4 
tion should bear the owner's name and address = 
either the face or back of the drawing. Delay 40 
inconvenience may result from inattention to this. 7 

Any commission to a contributor to write an artic “ 
or to execute or lend a drawing for publication, 1s gree 
subject to the approval of the article or drawing, oa rs 
received, by the Editor, who retains the right to = rn 
it if unsatisfactory. The receipt by the author iy its 
proof of an article in type does nxt necessarily imply 
acceptance. - 

N.B.—Illustrations of the Firs! Premiated 4 ho 
any important architectural competition will rho ond 
accepted for publication by the Editor, whether tr) 
have been formally asked for or not. . 
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DECEMBER 24, I9I5.] 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS. 


{Owing to the exceptional ciroumstances which 
jj at the present time, prices of materials 
should be confirmed by inquiry.] 
Since our last issue lead and oil prices have been. 
inereased.— ED. 
*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 


average prices 0 materials, not necessarily the highest 
Quality and quantity obviously affect prices 





ost. 
ag which should be remembered by those who 
make use of this information. 
BRICKS, &c. 
Per 1000 Alongside, in River Thames. £ s. d. 
Pest StOCKS ...- es ceseceveeeceerceeceeeees 200 
Picked Stocks for EE iv cited edosesocees 215 0 
Per 1000, Deliv -_ r Railway Depot, a P 
£ 8s. d. 
1 16 0 BestBluePressed 


Staffordshire. 315 0 

312 0 Do. Bullnose.. 40 0 
Best Stourbridge 

Fire Bricks .. 4 0 


ee 
sepedPressed 
Bepoabon Facing 5 0 O 


GLAZED BRICKS— 


Best — D’ble Str’tch’rs 18 10 0 
Ivory, Double Headers 15 10 0 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 138 0 O two Ends.... 19 10 0 

Headers ....-- 1210 O Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bullnose one End .... 2010 0 
and 4} in. Splays and 

eee 1610 0 Squints ....18 0 0 

Second Quality £1 per 1000 less than best. 
8. d. 

Thames and Pit Sand ...... 8 0 per yard, delivered. 

Thames Ballast .......... 6 a i a 
Per ton, delivered. 

£s. 4. £ 8s. d. 

Best Portland Cement ........ 348 w 286 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime.... 1 1 0 —_ 


NotE.—The cement or lime is ‘exclusive of the ordinary 
charge 5 a 

Grey Stone Lime .......... 7s, Od. per yard delivered. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 358, Od. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE. 


Bata STtoNE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 

Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 

South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube ...... & F 

Do. do. delivered in Railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R., per ft. cube .......... 1 8? 

Do. do. delivered on Toad waggons, Nine Elms 
Depot 1 9} 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, G.W.R., South Lambeth, 
G.W.R., or Nine Elms, L. & 8.W.R.., per ft. 


CORR MOE HEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE 


2 5} 
2 6} 


CORO He Reem HEHEHE EE EHH EEE EE EE 


cube 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at — 
Wharf or Nine Elms Depot, per ft. cube . 
White Basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Per Ft. Cube, ee at Railway Depéot. a 
s. d. 8. d. 
Ancaster in blocks.. 1 11 
Beer in blocks .... 1 7 eee 26 
Greenshill in blocks 2 0 Closeburn Red 
Darley Dale in Freestone ...... 22 
eee - 2 6 Red Mansfield 
Freestone .... 2 6 
York StONE—Robin Hood Quality 
Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at a Depot. 
Scappled random blocks 
Per Ft. Super., Delivered at Railway Depot 
6 - By — sides landings to sizes (under 
DED Gicsetueneecabéssnssecseetes 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto, ditto 
3 in, sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ... 
2 in, to 24 in. sawn one side slabs (random sizes) 0 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ....ccccccccece ace @ 


HaRD YoRK— 

Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depot. 
Scappled random blocks 3 

Per Ft. Super., Delivered at Railway Depot. 
6 - _ two sides landing to sizes (under 40 ft. 

dein aheeee ee Cate as SNenes 9 

6 hs matbed ED 560:6055.00000006000 3 3 
3 in, sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ........ 1 23 
2 in. self-faced random flags .......c.eseeeeees 0 6 


‘TILES. Per 1000 


f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles or hand-made sand- 


s. d. 
210 


FePOwe 


eee eee ee ee eres eeeees 


faced tiles from either Broseley or . 8s. d. 
Staffordshire district ............. = RP 212 6 
Ornamental ditto .......cecceeeees seesede 215 0 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen)............ 0 5 6 
Per 1000 of 1200 
SLATES. f.o.r. London. 
£8. @d 
Best Blue Bangor slates, 20 by 10.......... 11 5 0 
First quality tis be: <aibeteteaae 11 0 0 
16 by 8..... ebeee oe 510 0 
Best Blue Portmadoe, i eae 11 2 6 
cee quay ee” Se oss ceed es - 1012 6 
” ” 16 by ©. éssieusese va 5610 0 
WOOD. 
BEST BUILDING REDWOOD. 
Imported sizes, Per standard. 

Deals: 4 in. by 12 in., 4 in. £ 8. d. sa & 


by 11 in., 3 in. by ol in., 
$ in. by 9 in, and 2 in, 
n. 


OY TO cscs. oe «. BOS 
3 in. by 9 in., 24 in. by 9 in. 
and,2 in, by 9 im. ...... 2110 0 .. 2210 


THE BUILDER. 


WOOD (Continued). 


Brest Burtpine REDWOOD. 
mcr Pe: ,24 in., and 3 in. 


5 i 
Seantlings : 2 in. by 3 in., 
2 in. by 3} in., 4 in. by 
4in., 2 in. by 4: TR, cave 
3 in. by 4 in., an 3 in. by 
GO De 6.n.00-004500c00 se 
pot 1 in., 1} in. and 
a . by 6 in. and 7 in. 
edsates building quality 
deals, battens, boards, 
and scantlings ........ 
Best Middling Dantzic and 
Memel Fir Timber — 
(average a - 
Seconds do. do. 


6 in. to 8 in. \ 
Stocks very 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average) ...... 
Do. 6 in. to 10 in. .... 
Sawn Swedish Balks 4 in, by 
4in. to 6 in. by 7in. .... 


io 0. 
Under 2 in. thick 
JOINERS’ WoopD., 


White Sea First Quality Red: 


6 Oh, BF 32 TR. ccccccce 
3 in. by 11 in., and 2 in. 
EE. sscbesecvoes 
Ss ere 
3 “ by 9 in., and 2} in. 


eee eee eeeeee 


9 in. 
9 -” by 11 in. boards 


7 in. and 8 in. battens .... 
7 in. and 8 in. boards 


Seconds quality 
Third quality 


Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3 in. by 11 in. ...... 
3 in. by 9 in. and 10 in. 
Seconds, do. 


£ s. 
20 0 


20 0 
19 10 
18 10 


19 0 
20 0 


0 10 
10 


= a a ae 


o So 


Per ——- 
° ee 20 10 
0 .. 2010 
0 20 0 
0 19 0 
0 19 10 
Sw DBP 
0) more than 
0 battens. 


1 O O less than best. 


a! pond of 50 ft. cube. 
3 4 0 — 
610 0 on 
6 0 0 — 
limited. 
Per load 
8 oe ws «6S US 
66560 .. 610 0 
0 0 610 0 
Per standard. 
40 0 0 
23 0 0 35 00 
010 0 extra. 
3 00 .. 36 0 0 
34 0 0 35 0 0 
33 0 0 34 0 0 
S86. Bes 
100 more than 
deals. 
24 0 0 25q@0 0 
100 more‘ than 
battens. 
2 0 O less than best. 
£2to£3 less than 
seconds. 
0 0 29 0 0 
36 0 0 27 0 0 


1 10 0 less than best. 
20 0 


eocm.o8l6UlUlOD 


ooo 


We EE vc ccrcaseces 9 10 
Prepared Floorings and I. og seis Swedish 

Red and equal— 
1} in. by 7 = planed and ~~ . actual. 

Ge. avssendsowsavene 1 1 5 
1} in. by 7 in. planed and 

rere 246486 1 5 
1 ~~ by 7 in. planed and 

De dwsandngsensee se ome. 26 

1 = by 7 in. planed and 

MACONCE 20 co cicccwcrs 019 6 1 0 
? in..by 7 in. planed, 

matched and beaded, or 

i Aer 015 0 0 16 
Py 2) Se- 019 6 10 
# in. by 7 in. do. ........ 012 6 013 
6 in. at 6d. per square less than 7 in. 


5 in, and - in, at 6d. per square less than 6 in. . 
White co ngs at 6d, to 1s. per square less than 


Columbian or Oregon Pine, Per standard. 
best quality ........... o0 .200 0 
Yellow Pine—First, regular 
SND. 900000 8000680000 57.0 0 upwards. 
ee ee 39 0 O - 
Seconds, regular sizes 43 10 0 io 
Oddments........... 87 10 0 ~” 
Kauri Pine—Planks per ft. 
GBD cc cccccccece 9 7 6 ue oo 
Oak Logs— 
lenen pe per ft. cube ...... 060... 0 6 6 
a a. . i ecoken 05 0 . 0 5 6 
— Oak Logs, per ft. 
bntiesneks 064a0ba6 010 6 .. 012 6 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super, as inch ........ es. «- EB 
? in. do. ian CUR. 83 9 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, per ft. super, as 
DL ésddeendesanens 010 014 
Selected, Figury, per ft. 
super, as inch ........ os @s 02 6 
Cuba Mahogany ........ Se 2 8 » 0 2 6 
Dry Walnut, American, per upwards, 
super, as inch ........ 010 01 8 
Frenci:, “ Italian,’’ Walnut 2 2 oases 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
eee 28 0 0 384 0 0 
Do. G0. (FAVE) .ccecsce 2% 00... 27 00 
American Whitewood planks, 
POF 1. CUBS ..cccocces 0 6 6 07 6 
METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, &c. 
In London or delivered 


Railway Vans, | aw ton. 


Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary £ 8s. d. a ¢. 

sections, basis price ...... 1415 0 1515 0 
Plain Compound Girders, 

ordinary Sections ........ 10 0 1710 0 
Plain Compound Stanchions 17 10 0 19 0 0 
Angles, Tees, and Channels, 

ordinary sections ........ 15 0 0 1610 0 
Co PPro 15 0 0 15 10 0 
Cast Iron Columns and 

Stanchions, plain ordinary 

patterns 0 0 1210 0 


(Turning extra.) 
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METALS (Continued). 


Per ton, in London, 


Iron— £s. d £8. da 
Common Bars .........++. 14 0 0 —_ 
Staffordshire Crown Bars 

good merchant quality .. "1410 0 15 0 ® 
a ** Marked 

pebudbedceceteces - 0 : 1510 0 

Mild Steel PGE Sscsncdnsnce 410 0 0 


15 

Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete aunty, £15 "10 “basis Brice. 
— Iron, basis price .... 15 10 

» Galvanised .. 28 0 os ae 0 Oo» 

"(*And upwards, according to size and gauge.) 
Sheet Iron Black— 

Ordinary sizes to = S oocn Oe 

9 2 4g. ? = 0 


0 
Sheet iron, Galvanised flat, ‘srdinary quality— 
Ordinary —, : ft. by 2 


eeee 
_— 


CO S Hi. 00 BD G,. occccces "Ss 00 os 
= bt. te 22 g. and 0 

995090400900000008 6 : ee _ 

pe 4 sizes to 26 g 27 e _ 


Sheet Iron, Galvanised, eat, ‘best quality —" 
Ordinary sizes to 20g. .. 27 D ce 


” » 22g. and 
BER  cccvrchececheoses 2710 0 .. _— 
Ordinary sizes to 26g. .... 28 0 O .. _ 
Galvan Corrugated Sheets— 


ee 6 ft. to 8 ft. - 

7 B sccecencsesesese 0 
omeey sizes, 22 g. & 24 g. 25 10 
Ordinary sizes, 26 g. ...... 26 0 

Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
PALS to 3 ft. to 20 g. and 
ee 17 

co. Soft Steel Sheets, 22 g. & 

é g- 6 69.0'000000000e 000008 17-10 
Best oft Steel Sheets, 26 g. .. 2 : 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to 6 ponte 1 

(Under 3 in., usual trade extras.) 


LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London, 
a English, 4 bh. £ sd 


= 
lhl 


ooo So 
o 

sil 

i=) 


TYTTITIT TTT TTT 3410 0O — 
Pipe in "esis enveaéanes 35 0 0 —_ 
De MD ncddednetsveeses 388 0 0 — 
fee 8 0 0 _ 


wept” delivery 20s. per ton extra ; lots under» 


5 cwt. 1s. per cwt. extra, 


CoprpER— 
— Sheet ...... perlb O 1 5 _ 
ie aabotedade = 01 6 — 
Copper nails ...... 2 01 5 — 
Copper wire ...... ~ 01 5 — 
Brass— 
Strong Sheet ...... a 01 8 _ 
SL. “widstavcsecd we 014 —_— 
Tin—English Ingots . ~ 019 —_ 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ ..__,, 009 _ 
SND 0650450068 a 0 Oli —_ 
Blowpipe ....... 011i _ 
‘GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCE: 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES, 


er er Ft;. 
15 oz, thirds ...... 53d. 382 oz. thirds ...... 83d. 
21 os. thirds ...... sha: » fourths ..... 74d. 
» fourths 6id. Fluted Sheet, 15 oz. 53d, 
26 oz. thirds ...... d, ° 1 oz, 63d, 
» fourths . 64d, 
ENGLISH ROLLED wieee CRATES OF STOCK 
Per 
Oo aai kc kesh cen sbsdcceteccetcs 33d, . 
i Rough rolled and rough cast plate ........ 43d, 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate ...... 44d. 


Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Oceanic, Arctic, 


Muffied, and Rolled Cathedral, white .. 43d, 
DED. cess cscedtveuncessuaesun 6}d,: 
Rolled Sheet $044600006000000000000060046 33d, 
OILS, &c. £2 a. d. 
Raw Linseed Oilin pipes ...... pergallon 0 3 2 
~ . » in barrels .. 9 03 8 
i pes » indrums .. 9 0 8 6 
Boiled ~ »» in barrels .. a 0 8 5- 
» indrums .. pa 03 9 
Turpentine ‘in yay Pedenceses pas 0 3 10: 
o2cesees 0441 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 4110 0 
(In not 7 t than 5 cwt. casks.) 
OO BE BE xc inca tcccdonceds per ton 42-10. 0 
Best Linseed ti oo ee r cwt. 010 0 
COPS TE 40. 60066009600008 per barrel 112 O° 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
** Blackfriars,”’ ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,”’ and: 
other best brands (in 14 Ib. tins) not less 
than 5 cwt. lots ...... per ton delivered 52 0 0: 
VARNISHES, &c. Per, gallon. 
Wind Pate Gakt VERNER o's cv 000400 04000046 08 0 
UD IE ov 6.9 40-06.00005000 605800800 010 6 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak .........seeee0% 012 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak .............. 010 O- 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
ED :n.60'00:00 0006-6004 560060 00000080 014 6 
DD BD ono de cbc heccsevcccess 012 9 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ............ 016 0 
ED 55 6065 64.5005 06000000000406 010 O- 
Finest Pale Durable Copal ................ 018 6 
EE GEE. 66.60.00. 0:0.0006.60%060%8 11 O- 
Eggshell Flating Varnish.................. 018 0 
We UNS TED ie Sé vc ccccckesoccecces 140 
EEE. 5.00090 46005000660 000040 012 O- 
WOES CONE GEES TNO cc ccc cccccccescecetes 010 0 
Be IES 5 0:550-06 u0'0n.0060600009.60 016 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ...........e0008 09 0 
DT MEE. $é6000sseos00eeseses00e% 08 0 
I. 6650664000 0000006404 40604 00% 016 O- 
Co ey a eee 0.10 O» 
French and Brush Polish , eee socccceses 010 6 
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PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 





23,054 of 1914.—Henri Terrisse and 
Indestructible Paint Company, Ltd.: Manu- 
facture of varnishes, lacquers, insulating, 
waterproofing, coating preparations, protective 
preparations, paints, enamels, and the like. 

.@ 23,055 of 1914.—Henri Terrisse and 
Indestructible Paint Company, Ltd.: Manu- 
facture of useful products derived from resins. 

24,441 of 1914.—Reginald James Quainton : 
Means for securing cords, wires, or the like. 

2,928 of 1915.—Edwin Robert Hough and 
Laurence Harrison: Electric-light fittings or 
brackets. 

4,873 of 1915.—Harold Wade (Carl Weber, 
U.S.): Process of applying plaster or the 


like to wall surfaces. 
6.318 of 1915.—John Rowland Torrance, 


Hugh Nash Torrance and Torrance & Sons, 
Ltd. : Drying-floors. 

6.390 of 1915.—Samuel Brentnall: Screens 
for windows for the exclusion of flies and soot. 

6.457 of 1915.—Siemens & Halske Akt.- 
Gesellschaft : Electrical fire-alarm systems. 

6,722 of  1915.—Crittall Manufacturing 
Company,  Ltd., and Frederick Pickering 
Walker: Hinges and the manufacture of the 
same, 
, 7,012 of 1915.—Alfred Ernest White (Lock 
Joint Pipe Company, United States): Pipe 
joints. ~ 

7.014 of 1915.—Alfred Ernest White (Lock 
Joint Pipe Company, United States): Pipe 





joints. : 
7,376 of 1915.—Paul Albert Teters: Bridge 


construction. 

7,529 of 1915.—Deutsch-Luxemburghische 
Bergwerksund Hiitten - Akt. - Gesellschaft : 
Methods of and apparatus for the cutting, 
autogenous welding, or the like, of metals, and 
so forth, under water by means of flame. 


SELECTED PATENT. 
10,639 of 1914.—Cuthbert Miller Burnett : 
Reinforced concrete and slab buildings. 


This relates to a building consisting of a 
framework of reinforced concrete beams and 
columns previously made and connected by 
cement joints into which the reinforcements 
project, and walls cast in situ or formed of 
blocks with metal bands or wires embedded in 
the bed joints and connected to the column 





* All these applications are in the stage in 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon 
them can be made. 











Austrian 


RUSSIAN and JAPANESE 
PRIME DRY 


wainscot Oak 


SYDNEY PRIDAY, 


KING WILLIAM HOUSE, 2a, EASTCHEAP, LONDON, E.C. 








} Depot: Wainscot Sheds, Millwall, E. T.N.: Avenue 667, 





THE BUILDER. 


bars. The corner column 6 is secured to a 
foundation block a by the bars b' and tubes a! ; 
adjacent lengths of the column are similarly 
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10,639 of 1914. 


connected. A bond a? has projecting eyes, 
whichjreceive the ends of a bar a®, forming the 
reinforcement of the wall sill cast in situ. 


a es 
TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor,’’ and must reach 
us not later than 2 p.m. on Wednesday. {N.B.—We 
cannot publish Tenders unless the amount of the Tender 
is stated.] 

* Denotes accepted. t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 


CROSBY (Lincoln).—For making up certain 
streets and back roads at Crosby, Lincoln, for the 
Rural District Council of Glanford Brigg. Mr. 
W. H. Buttrick, Engineer to the Council, High- 
street, Scunthorpe :— 


NE nn ai visiceadadendeehs £2,558 18 0 
eS 8 a rer 2,238 6 O 
PE  oviscxceisnaisowwsasen 1,861 10 8 
ING indie x sccawkon tunis 1,775 8 6 
Eo ccecaaneacedeareees 1,648 4 0 
ESE Re aE 2 © 1,591 11 9 
RR eee See 1.402 1 4 
F. Hornsby & Son, Scun- 
ISIE ae Tee 1,397 6 2 
] 


[Estimate, £1,365 14s. 11d. 


LONDON.—Accepted for the execution of tar- 
paving work at the Council’s educational institu- 
tions throughout the country, for the London 


County Council :— 
A. C. W. Hobman & Co., Ltd., South Bermondsey. 


J, J. ETRIDGE, J 


SLATE MERCHANTS. LTD. 











EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


AIR RAID REPAIRS. 





Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write— 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 





[DECEMBER 24, 1915. 


DUNFERMLINE.—For the laying of an 18-j 
pipe sewer on and through a line of a proposed 
street, near Backmarsh Farm, for the Dunfermlin 
Town Council. Mr. P. C. Smith, C.E., Burgh 
Engineer, City-chambers, Dunfermline. Quantitj 
by Engineer :— ” 
J. Martin .. £364 5 4)G. Mackay & 

W. Caraghar 29918 3| Son ........ £259 12 9 
J. Sinclair .. 29419 6'C. Wellwood 245 39 0 
J. Todd .... 2811111\J. & J. Street 

J. Ritchie 





LONDON.—For installing heating apparaty< 
the County Secondary School, Forest Ha Dey! 
ham, for the London County Council :— ' ay 


Beaven & Sons, Ltd. .......... £2,127 5 

J. Cormack & Sons, Ltd. ...... 2,122 17 ; 
Cannon & Hefford ............ 1,958 0 90 
i | Pees 1,897 0 9 
W. G. Cannon & Sons, Ltd. .... 1,820 9 0 
Yetton & Brockett, Ltd. ........ 1,698 0 0 


Brightside Foundry and En- 
gineering Co., Ltd., 28, Vic- 
gl ee Bees 1,680 0 0 





OSSETT.—For alteration of premises at the 
grocery department, Dewsbury-road, Ossett for 
the Ossett Industrial] Co-operative Society. Ltd. :— 
Masons and Bricklayers: R. Tolson & 





un A, PES ROS ee £113 0 
Joiners: M. & T. Ellis, Bank-street, 
dese nono AEE ee et Oa Ee ST ie 66 0 
Plumbers: B. T. Mitchell, Church-street. 
WNONT -ioedcatee ioe tack ce sicccetuvcl esac. 10 10 
-.- 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


“THE BUILDER” (Published Weekly) is supplied DIREC? 
from the Office to residents in any part of the United Kingdom 
at the prepaid rate of 19s. pe apnum, with delivery 6, Friday 
Morning’s Post in London and ita guburbs. 

To Canada, t-free, 2ls.8d. per annum; and to all parts of 
Europe, America, Australia, New Zealand, India, China, Ceylon, 
etc., 26s, per annum. 

Remittances (payable to. THE BUILDER LTD.) should be 
addressed to 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, London, W.C. 








‘ AUSTRIAN | 


and RIGA. 


FIRST-CLASS, MILD GRAINED, DRY 


wainscoT QAK. 


J. GLIKSTEN & SON, Ltd. 
Carpenters’ Road, Stratford, E. a 
es.) 


Telegrams : Telephone No. : 
\ “ Gliksten, Strat, London.” 








Eastern 3771 (5 lin 








Ham Hill Stone. 
Doulting Stone. 
Portiand Stone. 


The Ham Hill and Doulting Stone Co., Limited 


incorporating the Ham Hill Stone Co. and C. Trask & Son, 
‘ - . The Doulting Stone Co.). 


Norton, Stoke-under-Ham, Somerset. 
London Agent:—Mr. E. A. Williams, 
16, Craven-street, Strand. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallic Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. H. Glenn), Office, 42, Poultry, 
E.C.—The best and cheapest materials for damp 
courses, railway arches, warehouse floors, flat 
roofs, stables, cow-sheds and milk-rooms, gran- 
aries, tun-rooms, and terraces. Asphalte Con- 
tractors to Forth Bridge Co. T.N. 2644 Central. 





‘Drop Dry Glazing 


ECONOMICAL, EFFECTIVE. THE PERFECT SELF-SUSTAINING BAR. 


COPPER AND ZINC ROOFING. 


The most Efficient and Economical System in the Kingdom. 


ny Address: ; 
* Courteous, Evsroap, Lonpon.’ 





DESIGNS AND ESTIMATES FREE ON APPLICATION. 


Telephone: 
Museum 3032 (5 lines). 


F. BRABY & Co., Ltd. .%:. 352-364, Euston Rd., London, xv. 


Works: LONDON, LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, GLASGOW, FALKIRK. 
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LLOYDS BANK. MANCHESTER.—MESSRS. CHAS. HEATHCOTE & SONS. ARCHITECTS. 
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[LOYDS BANK 


MANCHESTER - 
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LLOYDS BANK, MANCHESTER. MESSRS. CHAS. HEATHCOTE & SONS. ARCHITECTS. 
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§" EDWARDS CATHOLIC CHVRCH 
GOLDERS CREEN, N.W. 











NORTH ELEVATION 





SOVTH ELEVATION 











Mr. ARTHUR YOUNG, Arcuirecrt. 
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Mr. MELVILLE SETH-WARD, F.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECT 
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MR. JOHN BELCHER, R.A.. AND MR. J. J. JOASS. F.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECTS 


